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1. This terminology is employed in Karl W. Deutsch, The Nerves of Government: Models of
Political Communication and Control (New Yotk Free Press, 1963). As Deutsch asserts (p. 150)
*If we can measure information, no matter how crudely, then we can also measure the cohesion of
organizations or societies in terms of their ability 1o transmit information with smaller or larger
losses or distortions in transmission.” For the notion of "input® and "output” flows of information
see David Easton, A Systems Analysis of Political Life (New York: Wiley, 1965 ). Compare also
I‘Iehr[l L. DeFleur, Theories of Mass Communication (2nd ed.; New York: McKay Company,
1970); Richard R. Fagen, Politicy and Communication (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1966).

1 See, e.g., Paul E. Corcoran, Political Language and Rhetoric ( Austin: University of Texas
Press, 1979); Doris A. Graber, Verbal Behavior and Politics (Urbana: University of [llinois Press,
1976); J. Jelfery Auer, ed., The Rhetoric of Our Times (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofls,
1969); Brian Barry, Political Argument (London; Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1965); Hans D.
Zimmermann, Die politische Rede (Stutigart: Kohlhammer, 1969); Karin Dovring, The Road of
Propaganda: The Semantics of Biased Commnunication (New York: Philosophical Library, 1959);
Alcander L. George, Propaganda Analysis: A Study of Inferences Made from Nazi Propaganda in
World War IT (Evanston, [IL: Row, Peterson, 1959); Harold D. Lasswell, Nathan Leites et at.,
Language of Politics: Studies in Quantitative Semantics (New York: Stewart, 1949).

3. Murrsy Edelman, The Symbalic Uses of Polities (Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 1964);
Politics as Syntbolic Action: Mass Arowal and Quiescence (New York: Academic Press, 1971);
Political Languape: Words That Succeed and Policies Tl,at Fail (New York: Academic Press, 1977).
For a study by a sociologist paralleling Edelman’s research Compare Claus Mueller, The Politics
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of Communication: A Study in the Political Sociology of Language, Socialization, and Legitifnation
{Oxford: at the University Press, 1973). Un the corrupting influence of totalitarian regimes see,
e.g.. Dolf Sternberger, Gerhard Storz and W, E. Silskind, Aus defft Worterbuch des Unmenschen
(Hamburg: Classcn Verlag, 1957); on the relation of language and social class Denis Lawton,
Social Class, Languape and Education (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1968); Basil Bernstein,
"Language and Social Class," British Journal of Seciolegy, vol. 11 { 1960), pp271-276.

4. Regarding language clashes in multilingual settings, especially in developing countries, sec
Joseph Bram, Language aftd Sociely (New York: Random Hollse, 1955), pp. 43-58. Compare also
Joyce O, Hertzler, A Sociology of Language {New York: Random House, 1965), pp. 247-259;
David D. Laitin, Politics, Language and Thought: The Sofnali Experience ( Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1977), Joshua A. Fishman, Language and Nationalism (New York: Newbury
House, 1973).

£. According to Heidegger, loges encompasses both language and thought-where the latter
term stands for "thought of Being” and ultimately for Being itsell. See Martin Heidegger,
Unterwegs tur Sprache (3rd ed., Plullingen: Neske, 1965), p. 185. Compare also his comments (p.
11): "There is a doctrine which holds that, in contradistinction to plants and animals, man is
homo loguens. The phrase signifies not only that, in addition to various other qualities, man also
has the capacity to speak; rather, it implies that it is only Janguage which enables man to be 4
human creature. [n his capacity u speaker man is properly human; Wilhelm von Humboldt has
taught us this. However, the question remains what is meant by ‘man’” On holno loquens see 1.
Rauch and G. F. Carr, eds., The Signifying Animal: The Grammar of Language and Experience
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1980); George Steiner, Extraterritorial: Papers on
I.Em:-ﬂﬂlm.l’mm (New York: Atheneum, 1971 ), esp. pp. 58-101 ("The
Language Animal”).

6. Hans-Georg Gadamer, "Man and Language,” in Philosophical Hermeneutics, trans David E.
Linge (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976), pp. 59-60, 68 (translation slightly altered).

7. Hannah Arendt, The Humnan Condition: A Study of the Central Dilemmas Facing Modern
Man (Garden City, N. Y .: Doubleday Anchor Books, 1959), pp. 4, 25-26, 175,

8. Arendt, The Human Conmdition, p. 257. :



9. See Stanley Cavell, Must We Mean What We Say? A Book of Exsays (Cambridge: at the
University Press, 1976).

10. Gadamer, "Man and Language.” p. 62.

11. Hamanns Sckriften, ed. Friedrich Roth (Berlin: G. Reimer, 1842), vol. 7, p. 151. The
letter is cited in Heidegger, Unterwegs Zur Sprache, p. 13; for the notion that "language speaks”
sec pp. 180, 254.

12. Compare, e.g, Brand Blanshard, Reason and Analysis (London: Allen and Unwin, 1962},
G. R. G. Mure, Retreat from Truth (Oxford: Blackwell, 1958).

13. Stanley Rosen, Nikilism: A Philosophical Essay (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1969,
Pp. xiii, xviii-xix. Regarding the differentiation between language and objects compare his
statement (p. 47): "The main difficulty lies in the relation between the structure of specch and
that of things. Ontologies of language, whether derived from Heidegger or Wittgenstein, desire 10
overcome the dualism inherent in the thesis of two structures, but the price they pay is to returm
10 monism and so to silence. ..My point is rather this: if there is 1o be rational speech, one must
Mnﬂnﬂrmm:&mdqﬂmmm:ﬂmuﬂﬂmﬂpm more simply,
between speech and things.”

14. Hilary Putnam, Mind, Language and Reality (Cambridge: at the University Press, 1975), p-
1. See also Jirgen Habermas, "Towards a Theory of Communicalive Competence,” Imguiry, vol.
13 (1970), pp. 371-372.

15. Emest Geliner, Words and Thimgs: An Exalnimation of, and Atiack on, Linguistic Philosophy,
with a Foreword by Bertrand Russeil (rev. ed,, London: Rouledge & Kegan Paul, 1979), pp. 49,
149, 235-36, 245-47. Regarding nihilism he commented (p. 239): "Anyone who goes 1o Lhe cenlers
of tesching of this philosophy expecting epidemics of suicide, license, nihilism, actes grafuits,
drug-taking, fast driving as the only escape from a meaningless world whose values are backed by
‘nothing but custom and accident of language, is due for a big surprise. Nothing of the kind is
concluded from the premises.”

16. Richard Rorty, Philasophy and the Mirror of Nature (Princeton, NJ.: Princeton University
Press, 1979), p. 276; Cavell, Must We Mean What We Say?, p. 95.

17. Grustav Bergmann, Legic and Reality (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1964), p.
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18. Richard Rorty, "Introduction: Metaphilosophical Difficultics of Linguistic Philosophy * in
mmmhmnMHﬂﬂ[ﬁm University of Chicago Press,
1967), pp- 3, 13. The connection between ordinary language analysis and logical empiricism 011 ;]
common cpistemological plane seems dubious or overdrawn, especially in view of the essay’s later
comments on Witlgenstein.

19. *Introduction,” pp. 33-38. Commenting on the last option Rorty stated (p. 37): "Such a
project, which suggests that the study of language can lead us 1o certain necessary truths as well
as to an Austinian empirical theory, holds out the hope that linguistic pnilosophy may yet satisfy
our Platonic, as well as our Aristotelian, instincts.”

20, "Introduction.” p. 39. Among thinkers opposing traditional epistemology Rorty mentioned
~philosophers :ts different as Dewey, Hitmpshire, S:itrtre; Heidegger, :tnd Wittgenstein” (note 75).

21. Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature, pp. 257, 259, 264. Alongside Witlgenstein, Rorty
places in the first category Willrid Sellars and Donald Davidson, while listing as spokesmen of the
second type (or a mingling of the first with the second) such thinkers as Russell, Carnap, Quine,
Putn:tm, and Michael Dummett. Regarding the linkage beiween an "immaterial eye® and an
*immateriall,” Arendi comments that, in antiquity, 'mathematical and ideal forms were not the
products of the intellect, but given to the eyes of the mind as sense data were given to the organs
of the senses; and those who were trained (o perceive what was hidden from the eyes of bodily
vision... perceived truc being, o rather being in its true appearnce. With the rise of modernity,
mathematics does not simply enlarge its content..., but ceases 10 be concerned with appearances
at all. It is no longer the beginning of philosophy, of the science’ of Being in its true appearance,
but becomes instead the science of the structure of the human mind.” See The Human Condition,
p."iﬂ. i

22. See Hans-Georg Gadamer, Truth and Methed (New York: Seabury Press, 1975); Maurice
Merleau-Ponty, Signs, trans. Richard C. McCleary (Evanston: Northwestern University Press,
1964), and The Prose of the World, trans. John O'Neill (Evanston: Northwestern University Press,
1973); also James M. Edie, “Was Merleau-Ponty a Structuralist?® Semiotica, vol. 4 (1971), pp-
297313,
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23. See especially Paul Ricocur, Freedom and Nature: The Voluntary and the Involuntary, trans.
Ernzim V. Kohak (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1966).

24. Ricocur, "From Existentialism to the Philosophy of language” in The Rule of Metaphor:
Mubti-Disciplinary Studies of the Creation of Meaning in Language, trans. Robert Clemy (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1977), pp. 31.5-16, The turn to symbolic exegesis is evident cspecially
in Fallible Man, trans. Charles Kelbley (Chicago: Regnery, 1965), and The Symbolism of Evil,
trans. Emerson Buchanan (New York: Harper and Row, 1967).

25. The Rule of Metaphor, pp. 317-322. As Ricoeur adds (p. 322): "Now the recapturing of the
intentions of ordinary language experiences may become the major task of a linguistic
phenomenology, a phenomcnology which would escape both the futility of mere linguistic
distinctions and the unverifiability of all claims to direct intuition of lived experience.” Regarding
his encounter with psychoanalysis see his Freud and Philosophy: An Eisay on Interpretation, \rans.
Denis Savage (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1970); and regarding structuralism, The Conflic!
of Interpretations: Essays in Hermeneutics, ed. Don [hde (Evanston: Northwestern University
Press, 1974).

26. See, e.g., Albrecht Wellmer, "Communications and Emancipatioll: Reflections on the
Linguistic Tarn in Critical Theory,” in On Critical Theory, ed. John O'Neill (New York: Seabury
Press, 197-6); Karl-Otto Apel, "Analytic Philosophy of Language and the ‘Gelsteswissenschaften”,”
Foundations of Language, Suppl. Scrics, vol. 5 (Dordrecht: R.:l;lr.l, 1967); Jacques Derrida, &f
Grammatology, trans. Gayatri C. Spivak (Baltimore: Johns Hopkills University Press, 1976);
Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, tralls. A. M, Sheridall Smith (New York: Random
House, 1972).

27. George Steiner, After Babel: Aspects of Language and Translation (Oxford: at the
University Press, 1975).

28. lan Hacking, Why Does Language Matter to Philosophy? (Cambridge: at the University
Press, 1975), pp. &7, 10, 160.

29. .h;ﬂlﬂmm# Philosophy?, esp. p. 16. Hackillg elaborates explicitly the
implications of "mental discourse” for Hobbes' political theory (p. 25): “The public discourse of
politics is, in his opinion, elltirely parasitic upon mental discourse. [ndced it is instructive o
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compare the thrust of his: theories of the state and of speech. In the case of the state, individuals
u:mmmmnmuﬂ.tmhm:ndmnhﬁpmwhmdmm
of individuals and the contracts into which they ellter. Likewise, Hobbesian mental discourse is
constituted prior to the public discourse that is derived from it

30, Karl-Oto Apel, Towards a Transformation of Philosophy, trans. Glyn Adey and David
Frisby (first German ed. 1973; London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980), pp. 93-95 (translation
slightly altered). Apel’s tripartite scheme s roughly akin to the "Delta factor™ outlined by Walker
Percy in The Message in the Bottle (Now York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1954), pp. 3-45.

31. Apel, Die Idee der Sprache in der Tradition de Humanismus von Dante his Vico (first ed.
1963; 3rd od., Bonn: Bouvier Verlag, 1980), pp. 18-20,29-30, 67-71, 75-85.

32. For an interpretation in terms of transcendenial hermencutics sce Die Idee der Sprache,
pp- 6-9 ("Vorwort zur zweiten Auflage”), also Towards o Transformation of Philosophy, pp.
100-101; for an emphasis on poetry see Transformation der Philosophie (Frankfurt-Main:
Subrkamp, 1973), vol. L, pp. 160-61.

33, Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor, p. 12. As he adds (p. 13): "Poetry does not seek to prove
anything at all: its project is mimetic; its aim... is 1o compose an essential representation of human
actions; its appropriate method is to speak the truth by means of fiction, fable, and tragic
1llythos." For some comments regarding Oa Interpreiation see Heidegger, Unterwegs zur Sprache,
PP 203-04.



