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Epidemiology of Quarrel Referral Cases in the Emergency
Department at Jiroft

Zohoor, Ph.D.

Abstract:
Introduction: A quarrel is one of the contacts that occurs in youths against the scales, rules, cultural
and valuable standards of a society. Sociologists believe that a quarrel is contagious like a physical
disease; and it is a reconcilable behavior. They say interior and exterior motives that cause a quarrel
vary in different social and regional conditions, Due to the large population of youth in our country and
the many individual crises in this group that increases the cost for the health and treatment systems,
adding its contradiction to the cultural and valuable standards of an Islamic country, it seemed necessary
to take epidemiological steps.
Method: This study was done in a cross-sectional way for epidemiological consideration of quarrels
among referral cases to the Jiroft Emergency Department over a period of six weeks (Autumn 2001).
The population of study consisted of all persons referred to the emergency department after quarrels
during this period. The questionnaire to interview patients with diseases was comprised of:
demographic characteristics of disease, depression and addiction record, reasons that caused the quarrel,
and implements used.
Findings: Results showed that the reason for 9% of referred cases was damage following the quarrel.
The most important reasons for quarrels were: 28% joke or curse; 20% take tribute; 12% previous
hostility; 8% family discussion. The instruments that were mostly used in quarrels were: 40% sharp
implements, 15% knives; 12% wooden club; and 10% sickle or dagger.
Results: Researchers have shown that feelings of misfortune and humbleness, lack of affection,
inequality and unemployment are considered to be effective factors to cause antisocial behaviors,
lawbreaking, dispute, and addiction. Then it is necessary to pay more attention to the heaith needs,
dwelling, occupation, education, recreation facilities and psychotherapy services. Of course, the
presence of religious institutions, cuitural centers, disciplinary forces and judicial authority will be
effective in helping those who are in need or inexperienced.
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