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«If you really want to hear about it, the first
thing you'll probably want to know is where
I was born, and what my lousy childhood was



1ike, and how my parents were occupled and all
before they had me, and all that David Copper-
fisld kind of crap, but I don't feel 1ike going
into it. In the first place, that stuff bores me,
and in the second place, my parents would have
about two hasmorrhages aplece if I told any-
thing pretty personal about them...»

{p 5. Penguin edition, 1966)
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«Whether I s.all turn out to be the hero of my
own life , or whether that station will ba held
by anyone else , these pages must show. To begin
my life with the beginning of my life , ITecord
that 1 was born ( as 1 have been informed and
balieve ) ona Friday . at twelve o'clock at
night - It was remarked that the clock began
to strike , and 1 began to cry. gimultansously-*

( p. 48 , Penguin’editian , 1866 )
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« Then there was the, bad weather . It would
come 1in ong day whan théTall wasover. We'would
have to shut the windows in the night against
the rain and the cold wind wotld ‘strip the
leaves from the trees in the place Contrescarpe
The leaves lay sodden in the rein and the wind
drove the rain against the big green autobus
at the terminal and the Café des Amateurs was
crowded and the windows misted over from the
heat and the smoke inside 1t was a sad, evilly
run café where the drunkards of the gquarter
orowded together and I kept away from it
because of the smell of dirty bodies and the
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sour smell of drunkenness. The men and women
who frequented the Amateurs stayed drunk all
of the time, or all of the time they could afford
1t mostly on wine which they bought by the
half-litre or litre . Many strangely named
aperitifs were advertised. but few people could
afford them except as a foundation to build
their wine drunks on- The women drunkards
were called POIVROTTES, which meant female
rummies-»

(p.9. Penguin edition, 1666)
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