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THE REFORM OF ISLAM

Ax INTERVIEW by Mi, ARTHUR ARNWOLD.

Sixce my fve months’ waik through Persia in 1876 I havc always
regarded tlhie progrees and politics of that empire with interest. Tt is the.
seat of the great Mahommedan schism ; it |
i the only Mahommedan empire which is
entirely seated in Asa.  In no other
empire ja the position of women 30 un-
favourahle, aod in none s’ .absolnte
despotism less. tempered with humanity,
The Government of the Shah has oo virtue
but that of stability, and beyond: the. self-
will of his Majesty and his governors the
law ig the crucl and vengeful code of
so-calied religious maxims. Indeed, that
which passes by the name of law is the
arbitrary and accidental, or more likely the
bribed, decision of the man in authority
nearest to the Sh:h to wham the complain-
ant can get access. Theie is no law
but that of the man who has, or thinks
: he has, more of the Imperial power than |
THR SHREIKH Dikxat-sp-piN, another, and in his hands are the moat
harbarous punishments which the fiendish
| ingenuity of mankind has ever invented. ' 4




