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I was once in the bath, and they gave me a piece of scented clay. It was
more than fragrant. And | asked of it,- Art thou pure musk, or ambergris?
for thy scent delights my soul. It answered,- | was but Common Earth till |
lived in the company of my Rose; then every day | became sweeter, till all
her aromatic spirit was infused into mine. Oh! had | not lived with My
Rose, | shoud still have been but A Lump of Earth!
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A diver springing darkly to the brim
Of the full sapphire river as it rolled
Under palm shadows over sands of gold
Along the bhalmy vale of Almahim:
Brought up what seem’d a piece of common mould,
But of so rare a fragrance that he cried—
“Mine eyes are dim with diving-thou'rt no piece
Of common earth, but musk or ambergrease.”
“I am but common earth, the clod replied—
“But once within my dusky bosom grew
The Rose, and so insinuated through
Her aromatic fibres day by day,
That time her virtue never will subdue,
Nor all the rambling water wash away-—"
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1. Joseph von Hammer
2.“... he (Hafiz) is the best Musician of Words.”
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At morning | was for a while in the Scent of the Rosegarden,
That like the distracted Nightingale | might medicine my Brain.
There did | turn my eyes to the Cheek of the Red Rose

That in the lingering darkness shene like a lamp,

So drunk with pride in the Beauty of her Youth,

She wreaked 1000 Scorns on the Nightingale's Heart.

The Lily reproaching thrust out her tongue like a Sword,
Accuser-like the Anemone opened her Mouth:

The tender Narcisus dissolved her Eyes in Sorrow,

And the Tulip burned 100 Scars into her heart:

Now lifting up their Cups like worshippers of Wine,

And now like the Cupbearer grasping it {as to pour).

Oh seize on the Glory of Youth like a Rose:

What beside his Mission has the Prophet to deliver, oh Hafiz!
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Oh safe from the Evil Eye God save that fair face of thine

That hath never wrought but well for me, oh Hafiz!

Oh come! for now is the hour of Love and Fidelity;

No longer is War between us-all that is passed, oh Hafiz!

Long as this Life of Mine has drunk the Blood of thy Heart,

Redeem the Blood-money from it in kisses to thy Heart's desire, oh Hafiz!
Come, Sing me cone of thy Ghazals; sweet and fresh and new,

For thy gladness-giving Verse wipes away the rust of Sorrow, oh Hafiz!
Oh, the Transport of my Heart when this was sweetly said to me,
Thine is a Life-giving Gift that ravishes the Soul, oh Hafiz!

Yet, entangle not thy Heart again in the tresses and stature of Beauty,
it once thou have broken loose from the Snare, oh Hafiz!
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2. blank verse 3. lyric
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SALAMAN saw the Isle, and thought no more
Of Further-there with ABSAL he sate down,
ABSAL and He together side by side
Together like the Lily and the Rose,
Together like the Soul and Body, one.
Under its trees in one another's arms
They slept-they drank its fountains hand in hand-
Paraded with the Peacock-raced the Partridge —
Chased the green Parrot for his stolen fruit,
Or sang divisions with the Nightingale,
There was the Rose without a thorn, and there
The Treasure and no Serpent to beware ~
On think of such a Mistress at your side
In such a Solitude, and none to chidel
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Sate a Lover in a garden

All alone, apostrophizing

Many a flower and shrub about him,
And the lights of Heav'n above.

Nightingaling thus, a Noodle

Heard him, and completely puzzled,

“What,"” quoth he, “and you a Lover,

Raving, not about your Mistress,

But about the stars and roses —
What have these to do with Love?”

Answer'd he; “Oh thou that aimest

Wide of Love, and Lovers' language
Wholly misinterpreting;

Sun and Moon are but my Lady’s
Self, as any Lover knows,
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Hyacinth | said, and meant her
Hair-her cheek was in the rose—
And | myself the wretched weed
That in her cypress shadow grows.
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1. imitation 2. structural concept
3. supreme imitator 4, Epicurean Ficlogue in a Persian garden
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Awake! for Morning in the Bow! of Night
Has flung the Stone that puts the Stars to Flight:

And Lo! the Hunter of the East has caught
The Suiltan’s Turret in a Noose of Light.
Dreaming when Dawn's Left Hand was in the Sky
| heard a Voice within the Tavern cry,

“Awake, my Little ones, and fill the Cup”
"Before Life's Liguor in its Cup be dry.”
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Come, fill the Cup, and in the Fire of Spring

The Winter Garment of Repentance fling:

The Bird of Time has but a little way
To fly- and Lo! the Bird is on the Wing.

Ah, my Belovéd, fill the Cup that clears
TO-DAY of past Regrets and future Fears—
To- morrow? — Why, To-morrow | may be
Myself with Yesterday’s Sev'n thousand Years.

Ah, make the most of what we yet may spend,
Before we too into the Dust descend,;
Dust into dust, and under dust, to lie,
Sans Wine, sans Song, sans 3inger, and — sans End!
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Into this Universe, and why not knowing,

Nar whence, like Water willy-nilly flowing:
And out of it, as Wind along the Waste,

| know not whither, willy-nilly blowing.

What, without asking, hither hurried whence?

And, without asking, whither hurried hence!
Another and anather Cup to drown

The memory of this Impertinence!
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Alas, that Spring should vanish with the Rose!
That Youth's sweet-scented Manuscript should close!

The Nightingale that in the Branches sang,

Ah, whence, and whither flown again, who knows!

Ah, Moon of my Delight who knows'st no wane,
The Moon of Heav'n is rising once again:

How oft here after rising shall she look
Through this same Garden after me-in vain!

And when Thyself with shining Foot shall pass
Among the Guests Star-scatter'd on the Grass,
And in thy joyous Errand reach the Spot
Where | made one- turn down an empty Glass!®
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And, their old selves selt -knowledged and self-loathed,
And in the Soul's Integrity re-clothed,
Once more they ventured from the Dust to raise
Their Eyes-up to the Throne-into the Blaze,
And in the Centre of the Glory there
Beheld the Figure of -Themselves- as'twere
Transfigured-looking to Themselves, beheld
The Figure on the Throne en-miracled,
Until their Eyes themselves and That between
Did hesitate which Séer was, which Seen;
They That, That They: Another, yet the Same;
Dividual, yet One: from whom there came
A Voice of awful Answer, scarce discern'd
From which to Aspiration whose return’d
They scarcely knew; as when some Man apart
Answers aloud the Question in his Heart—
“The Sun of my perfection is a Glass
Wherein from seeing into Being pass
All who, reflecting as reflected see
Themselves in Me, and Me in Them: not Me,
But all of Me that a contracted Eye
Is comprehensive of Infinity:
Nor yet Themselves: no Selves, but of The All
Fractions, from which they split and whither fall.
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Come you lost Atoms to your Centre draw,
And be the Eternal Mirror that you saw:
Rays that have wander'd into Darkness wide
Return, and back into your Sun subside.”
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