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Islam, the Straight path

Shi'a
Matimood shehabi
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"The word Shia, meaning following, has come to be accepted as the designation
for those Muslims who are followers of Ali  who was second only to Mohammad.
They are followers of God’s revelation in the Qur,an of Mohammad who was the last

of the prophets, and of Ali who was the Prophet’s choice for his successor.
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Among mankind there have been those who have had a purity of spirit, a joyous
heart, a strong soul, a powerful mind, and close tie to the supernatural World which
have cnabled them to maintain a continuous relationship with the Almighty power.
'These sculs have been blesscdly received by God and have reached the most
sublime hcighe that man can attain; imspired by Angels and guided by revelation ,
they have been linked to the source of creation, eievated by God and appointed to

give guidance to men. These men who have been chosen by God are the prophets.
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It has been stated in Istamic classics that there were  many prophets in many
different relegions.
It should be noted, however, that the Qur'an mentions all the previous prophets
with grcat respect, especially Moses and Jesus. It also  tells ofthe miracles  they
performed, for example Moses's stick which could be turned into a snake and Jesus,

miracles when he cured the blind and gave life to the dead, and many others.
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The prophet of Islam -

More details are known about the life of Muhammad than about any other
prophet. Friends and focs alike agree that the prophet of Islam was superior to all
others, even befor his call at the age of forty.

He was the most pious ofhis pcople and all virtues were to be found in him. In
truth, although differing good qualities might be found in other individuals,
Muhammad alone possessed all good qualitics. Because from the very beginning his

life was outstanding, the details have becn preserved and narrated by others.
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Ghadir — Khumm

Just three months before his death Muhammad, returning to Medina from his
last pilgrimage to Mecca, stopped at a place called Ghadir — Khumm and asked al
the people who were in his company to gather around him. He went up to a pulpit
and, as usual, spoke to them eloquently. That day he made Ali the new master of the
people, and in relation to God he raised Ali’s status to the level of his own. Without

doubt the prophct had Ali in mind as his successor.
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The fourth major principle of Shi’a faith is belief in the twelve imams. The
word imam means leader, and is used in other sects to refer to anyone Who becomes

an authority in religion and knowledge and is recognized as a leader.

The Shi’ites, however, attach a special meaning to the title and use it only for
the twelve Imams, never using it for other no matter how learned and great they

may be.
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According to Shi'a an Imamisa man who is most leasned in all fields of
knowledge, and especially in religion; he has the most sublime qualities and must be
innocent just as the prophet was, and he must have been appointed by God and the
Prophet to guide the people. The difference between the Prophet and an Imam is
that the Prophet received messages and religious regulations through revelation, while
the Imam receives regulations through the Prophet and it is his duty to lead the

people toward God’s will and the prophet’s tradition.
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