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A Study of Concepts and Indicators of the
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Abstract

Numerous studies have been conducted over
the past four decades about the effects of
globalization on cities and the way cities have
been responding to pressures imposed upon
them by globalization. Over the decades, cities
have developed a complex relationship with
globalization in light of their social and
economic significance. Further research into
this relationship has led to the introduction of a
new concept in urban studies known as the
global city theory.

This theory embodies discussions on the
effects of globalization on cities and the way
cities have been responding to the changes
brought about by this phenomenon. It also
includes a series of guidelines to help cities
become part of the globalization process.

In addition, the global city theory studies the
effects of globalization on the new identity of
contemporary cities, outlines a new set of
criteria to distinguish global cities, defines the
characteristics of such cities, develops a
ranking system for them and studies the
relationship between cities and global city
networks.
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