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(\ Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol. 10, 2009, ser. no. 15 )

A Question Concerning the Lost Parts of Beyhaqi's History

Dr. Jalal KHALEGHI-MOTLAGH

(Prof. Emeritus of Hamburg University)

It has been observed that the History of Beyhagi, composed by Abolfadl-e Beyhaqi
(d. 1078 A.D./470 A.H.) was a massive text in thirty volumes about the history of the
Ghaznavids. It was divided into three parts, the first of which dealt with the events of
Sebtiktegin's own rule (977 - 997 A.D./ 367-388 A.H.), and the second and third parts
concerned the histories of the reigns of Mahmud (998 - 1030 A.D./ 389-421 A.H.) and
Mas<ud (1031 - 1041 A.D./ 423-433 A.H.) respectively. The first and the second parts were
narrated in volumes one through four of the thirty volume set. These volumes as well as
volumes eleven to thirty, which belonged to the third part of the history have been lost.
Only volumes five through tenth, which tell of the events of the year 1040/41, that is the
last year of Mas‘ud's reign have come down to us. However, the surviving text of this
section has a large lacuna at the beginning.

Sa‘id Nafisi (1896 - 1966) has shown that a number of classical authors such as Ibn
Fondogq (d. 1170 A.D./ 565 A.H.), ‘Awfi (d. 1238 A.D./635 A.H.), Jawzjani (d. 1262 A.D./ 661
A.H.), and Shabankara'i (c. 1335 A.D./ 736 A.H.) have used Beyhaqi's text. Indeed, the
author of the History of Beybag, who haled from the same city as Beyhaqi, writes:

«[Beyhagi's History]| is more than thirty volumes of which I have seen a few in the city
library of Sarakhs, and a few others in the Mahd library in the province of Iraq ... and a
number of others here and there with private collectors; but I have never seen the
complete work.»

There may be no doubt that the complete form of this history was available as late as
the middle of the 14" century A.D./ 8" century A.H. Are there any manuscripts that may
include some of its lost portions? If not, then my question is: how is it possible that so
many copies of only volumes five through ten of this book be available now, when we
know that the complete text of it existed-even if scattered in different volumes-as late as
the mid 14" century A.D./ 8" century A.H.? How can one explain the prevalence of so

many copies of its volumes five through ten and the loss of the rest of its volumes?
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