
Kpuzþ koGBoû» Gh{|øBÿ âî|ylû» OBoüi GýùÛþ

Wç|ë gBèÛþ ìÇéÜ 
(øBìHõoå)

koGBoû» OBoüi GýùÛþ,OBCèýØ AGõAè×Ãê GýùÛþ (k 074Ý)ðõyPúAðl Þú @ó koA¾ê ÞPBGþ Gõkû kouþ ìXé©l 
koOBoüi @ëuHßPßýò yBìê uú Gh{:<OBoüi ðB¾pÿ>,<OBoüi üíýñþ>üB <ìÛBìBR ìdíõkÿ>ô<OBoüi ìvÏõkÿ>.
ôèþ Aq@ó uþ ìXé©l,̂ùBoìXé©l ðhvPýò Þú yBìê Gh{øBÿ üßî ôkôï Gõkû,ôìXé©lAR üBqkøî OB uþAï
Þú kðHBèú» Gh{ uõï Gõkû AqkuQ oÖPú ôOñùB ìXélAR KñXî OB køî yBìê oôülAkøBÿ KBkyBøþ ìvÏõk OB uBë
234Ý,üÏñþ üà uBë ìBðlû Gú KBüBó KBkyBøþ ìvÏõk,kokuQ AuQ ôìPò øíýò Gh{ ìõWõk ðýrGpülû
@ÒBqìþâpkk.

^ñBðßú yBkoôAó uÏýl ð×ývþ koKtôø{ gõk koGBoû» Aüò ÞPBJ GB ÎñõAó @SBoâízlû» AGõAè×Ãê GýùÛþ1

ðzBó kAkû AuQ,Gpgþ Aqìõöè©×Bó,̂õó AGõAèdvò Îéþ Gò qül GýùÛþ,ìÏpôÙ Gú AGò Ö³ñlÝ (k 565Ý)ko
OBoüi GýùÜ,ìdíªl ÎõÖþ (k 536Ý)koèHBJ Aæ|èHBJ,ìñùBZ upAZ WõqWBðþ (k 066 Ý)koÆHÛBR ðB¾pÿ
ôìdíªl yHBðßBoûAÿ koìXíÐ Aæ|ðvBJ(OBCèýØ:537Ý),AqGh{øBÿ âîylû» OBoüi GýùÛþAuP×Bkû Þpkû
Gõkðl. üÏñþ GB ôWõk â×Pú» AGõAèdvò GýùÛþ koOBoüi GýùÜkoGBoû» OBoüi GýùÛþÞú ìþðõüvl:

<ô@ó øíBðB uþ ìXé©l ìñ¿ªØ qüBkR GByl, Aq@ó ìXé©lÿ ̂ñl koÞPBGhBðú» upgw külï ôìXé©lÿ ̂ñl ko
ÞPBGhBðú» ìùl ÎpAÝ ... ôìXé©lÿ ̂ñl kokuQ øpÞvþ ôOíBï ðlülï>, 

ôèþ Gú øpoôÿ,Aüò ÞPBJ OB ìýBðú» ulû» øzPî Ý OíBìþ| ôWõk kAyPú AuQ.
@üB AqìýBó kuPñõüwøBÿ GvýBoAüò ÞPBJ, kuPñõüvþ øvQ Þú Gh{øBÿ âîylû» Aüò ÞPBJ oA kAyPú GByl?
koÒýpAüò ¾õoR,Kpu{ ðãBoðlû Aüò AuQ Þú:
^ãõðú ìíßò AuQ AqÞPBGþ Þú OB ìýBðú» ulû» øzPî Ý øíú» @ó øp^ñl KpAÞñlû ìõWõk Gõkû AuQ, Aq

ìXé©lAR KñXî OB køî @ó Aüò øíú kuPñõüw GBÚþ GíBðl,ôèþ küãpìXé©lAR @ó Gú Þé©þ AqkuQ Gpôðl?
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*|  kÞPpAÿ |qGBó ôAkGýBR ÖBouþ; AuPBk GBqðzvPú» kAðzãBû øBìHõoå.
1|OùpAó:ìXéú»| ìùp,5131.
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A Question Concerning the Lost Parts of Beyhaq¨'s History

Dr. Jalal KHALEGHI-MOTLAGH
(Prof. Emeritus of Hamburg University)

It has been observed that the History of Beyhaq¨, composed by Abolfa l-e Beyhaq¨
(d. 1078 A.D./470 A.H.) was a massive text in thirty volumes about the history of the
Ghaznavids. It was divided into three parts, the first of which dealt with the events of
Sebüktegin's own rule (977 - 997 A.D./ 367-388 A.H.), and the second and third parts 
concerned the histories of the reigns of Ma«m d (998 - 1030 A.D./ 389-421 A.H.) and
Masc d (1031 - 1041 A.D./ 423-433 A.H.) respectively. The first and the second parts were
narrated in volumes one through four of the thirty volume set. These volumes as well as
volumes eleven to thirty, which belonged to the third part of the history have been lost.
Only volumes five through tenth, which tell of the events of the year 1040/41, that is the
last year of Masc d's reign have come down to us. However, the surviving text of this 
section has a large lacuna at the beginning.

Sacid Nafisi (1896 - 1966) has shown that a number of classical authors such as Ibn
Fondoq (d. 1170 A.D./ 565 A.H.), cAwf¨ (d. 1238 A.D./635 A.H.), Jawzj§n¨ (d. 1262 A.D./ 661
A.H.), and Shab§nk§ra'¨ (c. 1335 A.D./ 736 A.H.) have used Beyhaq¨'s text. Indeed, the
author of the History of Beyhaq, who haled from the same city as Beyhaq¨, writes:

«[Beyhaq¨'s History] is more than thirty volumes of which I have seen a few in the city
library of Sarakhs, and a few others in the Mahd library in the province of Ir§q … and a
number of others here and there with private collectors; but I have never seen the 
complete work.»

There may be no doubt that the complete form of this history was available as late as
the middle of the 14th century A.D./ 8th century A.H. Are there any manuscripts that may
include some of its lost portions? If not, then my question is: how is it possible that so
many copies of only volumes five through ten of this book be available now, when we
know that the complete text of it existed-even if scattered in different volumes-as late as
the mid 14th century A.D./ 8th century A.H.? How can one explain the prevalence of so
many copies of its volumes five through ten and the loss of the rest of its volumes?
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