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What Kind of Paper is the 'plysry (?) Paper,
and What Does the Word, 'plysry (?) Mean?

Iraj AFSHAR

(Prof. Emeritus of Tehran University)

A variety of papet, written as 'plysty (?), is repeatedly mentioned in a Safavid collection,
which belongs to the Parliament library, and that contains 163 official communications
(MS. no. 5032). I have neither seen the name of this type of paper in other sources, nor
have I ever heard it from other codicologists. It is possible that because this word-as far as
I know-occurs only in official correspondence that was exchanged between the Safavid
court and kings of other countries, it refers to some vatiety of Huropean paper, exclusively
used in royal communications.

Because the word occurs eighteen times in this collection, and because it is spelled
variously, one must allow for the possibility that its form in Persian is a corruption of
some other original spelling. The editor of the present journal, Mr. Nader Kashani,
suggested that I present the various forms of this word to specialists in this note so that
if anyone has encountered it, or knows the correct form of this word, they may write to
the journal and inform its readership.

I have transmitted the word as 'plysty (?) for no better reason than preferring this
reading to all other possible readings in the text. However, I present all the various
spellings of this word, which are found in the text along with the reference numbers and
the dates of the documents in which they are found in the hope of helping specialists

locate and consider them.
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