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\ Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol. 10, 2009, ser. no. 15

Sefat-e Ka'enat by Varasteh Siyalkuti Mal

Mohammad Ali KARIM-ZADEH TABRIZI & Dr. Mohsen JAFARI MAZHAB
(London & Member of Faculty, National Library and Archives of Iran)

Sefat-e Ka'enat is a compilation of the poetry and prose of approximately seventy-five literary
figures from the 11" and 12" centuries hejir (16" - 17" centuries A.D.). It was put together in
1171/1758 by Varasteh Siyalkuti Mal (d. circa 1180/1767). The compilation is devoted to
literary descriptions of natural scenes, as well as different technological tools and varieties of
learning, professions, animals, and plants that the author has selected from the prose and poetry of
his contemporaries and has arranged according to subject.

The book is important for several reasons. Aside from its genre, which is in itself significant, it
preserves the names and fragments of the works of a number of the literati of the late 16" and early
17" centuries, about whom nothing else is known. Moreover, the relatively large number of the
Safavid authors in this compendium and the copious quotations from their work is quite helpful to
scholars who investigate Safavid stylistics. And finally, the diversity of the subjects that have been
covered in this collection has helped preserve a considerable reservoir of terms about a variety of
subjects from the Safavid era.

The present paper makes the section of the collection that deals with copying and with
production of manuscripts available, and also provides a useful list of technical terms concerning
these topics.

A lithograph edition of the The Sefar-¢ Ka'enat was published in 1295A.H./1878A.D. in Lucknow, India.
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