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<’ Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol. 10, 2009, ser. no. 15 )

Doriid-e Rostam o Afarin-e Izadan: Another Glance at the Florence Manuscript of the Shahnimeh

Dr. Katayoun MAZDAPOUR

(Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies)

The similarity of Rostam's salutation addressed to Kaykhosrow in the Bizan and Maniza episode of
the Shahnameh with a Middle Persian poetic piece in the Sayest ne Sayest that may be called
"Divinities’ prayrers" is the subject of this papet. The author compares the readings of the Shabnameh
story in several manuscripts of the epic with this Middle Persian text, and argues that Rostam's
salutation and the hymn to the divinities are rooted in an ancient divinities’ prayrers of the different
days of the month; and that Ferdowsi has adopted a version of it for inclusion in the Shahnameb.

Because the Florence manuscript of the Shabnameh has four verses more than the version
preserved in other manuscripts of the epic, one would expect it to include information that has not
been maintained by them. However, the Florence codex shows no affinity with the older Pahlavi
form of the hymn, and in fact the scribe of this manuscript has misunderstood the hymn and has
taken the names of the divinities in it as references to the names of the months of the year. This
confusion between the names of the months and the names of the days in the Florence manuscript
deviates from Ferdowsi's usually careful reporting of ancient customs.

The author also considers the interpolated verses that narrate the story of the growth of a
medicinal plant from the blood of the slain prince Siyavosh to be further evidence of the

unreliability of the Florence codex.
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