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The First and the Second Editions of the Shahnameh
in the 8" and 9" Centuries A.H. (14" and 15* Centuries A.D.)

Dr. Jalal MATINI
(Prof. Emeritus of Mashhad University; Maryland)

Modern scholarship on the Shabnameh hardly considers the Shahnamehs prepared by Hamdollah
Mostowfi and by prince Baysonghor as serious editions of the epic. Most contemporary editors of
the poem regard these texts as unreliable. This is because the manuscripts used in preparing these
editions have not been specified, nor does any of them provides any variants. However, the fact
remains that these are older than the eatliest editions of the poem that were prepared by European
scholars by some four or five centuries. Furthermore, because those who prepared these texts were
native speakers of Persian, their work is superior to the admittedly fine work of the western
Shabnameh editors.

The older of these editions was prepated by Flamdollah Mostowfi, the prolific historian, geographet,
and poet of the late Ilkhanid period, who completed his text between the years 714 - 720 A.H. (1314
- 1320 A.D)) in the city of Tabriz. One hundred and ten years later, and quite independently of his
edition, another edition of the Shahnameh was concluded in the city of Heart between 829 - 833 A.H.
(1426 - 1430 A.D.), which is known as the Baysonghori Shahnameh. The name or names of its actual
editors are not known, but it was prepared under the patronage of prince Baysonghor.

The present paper discusses the value of these two editions in Shabnameh studies. The prefaces of
these editions reveal that their editors had access to several old manuscripts of the poem. Three
short parts of these two Shabnamebs, taken from the poem's preface, the beginning of the story of
Rostam and Sohrab, and the opening of the story of Rostam and Esfandiyar have been compared
to Professor Khaleghi-Motlagh's critical edition, and their variants have been listed. These variants
have been compated with the critical apparatus of Khaleghi-Motlagh's edition. The comparison
demonstrates that the text of these editions is closest to the texts of the British Libraty's Shahnameh
of 675 A.H. (1276 A.D.), the Topkapi Sarayi codex of 731 A.H. (1330 A.D.), and the Leningrad
manuscript of 733 A.H. (1333 A.D.). It appears that those who prepared these editions have had

access to either these codices or to manuscripts that were closely related to them.
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