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Evaluation of the Shahnameh Manusctipt at the BIBLIOTHEQUE ORIENTALE

Université Saint-Joseph

Dr. Jalal KHALEGHI-MOTLAGH

(Prof. Emeritus of Hamburg University)

This paper is devoted to the evaluation of the Shabnameh manuscript at the Oriental Library of the
Saint-Joseph University at Beirut. It secks to determine this codex's relative authority with respect to
other well-known manuscripts of the poem. Three hundred and sixty pages from the beginning, 60
pages from the end of the story of Anushirvan, and all of the section dealing with Hormazd's
kingship in this manuscript have been compared with other Shahnameh codices for this study.

Parts one through four of the essay deal with the general characteristics of the codex, its orthography,
possible genealogical connections, and some of its hapax legomena. Parts five through twelve concern its
incorrect or weak variants, its lacuna (including its missing episodes), interpolations, verses that have been
moved from their original place, instances of dittography in it, its Arabic vocabulary and marginalia, and an
assessment of those of its features that diminish its authority. Parts thirteen and fourteen discuss its supetiot,
more archaic, or preferable variants, and also the relative absence of interpolated verses and episodes in it.

The study concludes that the present manuscript is not closely related to any of the codices used in the
preparation of Khaleghi-Motlagh's edition. However, its readings appear relatively closer to those of the
London codex of (675 AH./1276 AD) and the Cairo manuscript of (741 A.H./1341 A.D). With regard to
its more difficult readings, this manuscript is equal to or more authoritative than the London codex
(675/12706). Its authority, however, is less than that of the Florence manuscript of 614 A.-H./1217 AD. But
with regard to having fewer lacuna and interpolations, it may be considered supetior to both those two
manuscripts. Based on its general characteristics, we may reasonably suppose that it was not copied after
the year 700 A.H. (1300 A.D)).
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