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Pir-e Heri is not the Same as Khaja ‘Abdollzh-e Ansari

Dr. Mohammad Reza SHAFIT KADKANI

(Tehran University)

The claim by Rashid al-Din Abolfadl-e Meybodi in the introduction to the Kashf al-Asrar that he
relied on the commentary by the Shaykh al-Eslam ‘Abdollah b. Mohammad b. “Ali al-Ansari has led
to the misunderstanding that “Abdollah-e Ansarf (396 - 481 A.H./1005 - 1088 A.D)) had authored a commentary.
However, there is not the slightest reference to such a commentary in any of the sources of that period.
In point of fact the person who is referred to as the "pir-e heri" in Meybodi's tome, and whose
commentary on the Quran was used by him was a Sufi known as Abu Ahmad ‘Omar b. “Abdollah
b. Mohammad al-Heravi. This man was also known by his nickname of the "pir-e heri;" and probably
died around the year 400 A.H./1009A.D. Meybodi must have gained access to a manuscript of this sage's
commentary on the Quran, and having confused him with Khaja “Abdollah-e Ansari, has claimed
that he composed his own commentary, the Kashf al-Asrar, based on Khaja “Abdollah's exegesis.
Najm al-Din ‘Omar-e Nasafi (461 - 537 A.H./1068 - 1142 A.D)) in his Ketab al-Qand fi Dekr-¢ ‘Olama’
al-Samargand has provided some information about this commentator. Also the Kashf
al-Zonun mentions as commentary by Heravi, which must be a reference to the same author. It must
be noted that as the author of the present article has shown elsewhere, reference to Khaja “Abdollah-e
Ansari by the title of the pir-e heri dates only to the 8* century A.H. and is not mentioned in earlier sources.
The Kashf al-Asrar, however, specifies in two instances that the term "pir-e tariqat” is a reference
to Khaja “Abdollah. However, this statement is not to be trusted because it is more likely that later
scribes simply added the words: "sheikh al-eslam Ansari" after the words "pir-e tatiqat."
A new and scholatly critical edition of Kashf al-Asrar may bring to light instances in which the
author has explicitly stated that he relied on ‘Omar b. “Abdollah-e Koshani, rather than on Ansari,

thus enabling the scholarly community to reconstruct the commentary by the true "pir-¢ heri."
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