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( Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol. 10, 2009, ser. no. 15 )

The Binder's Mark
(A Note on Binders' Technique in Ordering the Quires)

Mohammad TEHRANI
(Qom)
Repairing damaged folios of Islamic manuscripts by adding a new paper to their worn out edges is
quite a common mending technique in which the worn out edges are cut away and a new border is
pasted to the remaining text. In the course of this type of repair, it is necessary to dismantle the
manuscript into folios. Therefore, the possibility that the order of the folios' verso and recto sides
as well as their sequence be disturbed is quite high; and care should be taken to avoid this incident.
Some menders had devised certain marks to help them evade this problem. They used a hard point
to impress a delicate mark on the bottom of the first folio, two marks at the foot of the 2™ folio,
and continued marking every folio of the quire in this manner. Occasionally, the mender would place
small dots instead of lines and mark the folios by pricking.
Sometimes the quires of a codex are made of folios of different size. One even sees singletons
added to some quires, which may have been inserted either by the scribe or by the mender.
In a manuscript of the Koran which was copied by Ibn Bawwab in 1115 A.D./ 509 A.H., and is
presently kept at the museum of the saint Ma‘siima's shrine in Qom, the mender has matked the
quires to maintain their original order. He has however, done so inconsistently.
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