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Codicological Criteria in Persian Manuscripts

Iraj AFSHAR

(Prof. Emeritus of Tehran University)

This paper concerns the importance of codicology of Persian manuscripts, which the author
suggests, is as important as textual studies of them.

Because every manuscript has unique codicological features, those who prepare catalogues of
them must be especially sensitive to these characteristics and take care to present their codicological
conclusions either in the catalogue, or in independent articles.

Three codicological topics must be studied for every manusctipt:

1. Those which may be deduced concerning the manusctipt's archetype.

2. Those which have resulted from the approach and art of the scribe.

3. Those which represent the additions or notes of the manuscript's owners-be they marginal
corrections or notes that are not directly related to the text.

Minute codicological examination of manuscripts can not only contribute to the determining their
dates of copying, but may also lead to the establishment of the era of the composition of their texts.

Scrutiny of the features of counterfeit codices and study of the different types of interferences
with the texts or structures of manuscripts are among the important points to which codicologists
must pay especial attention.

A variety of damages may be inflicted upon manuscripts over time. Some of these are: harms as
a result of human agency, those that result from natural causes, and those that are caused by animals
(e.g., rats, wormes, etc.).

Manuals and dictionaries for every codicological subject must be devised in which the varieties of
paper, calligraphy, styles of execution of letters, vocalization and insertion of diacritical and

decorative signs and many other details of manuscripts are listed.






