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( Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol. 10, 2009, ser. no. 15 )

Risalat al- Naqt wa al- Shakl: A Treatise On Dotting And Vocalization
(script 581 A.H./1185 A.D)
Composed by Abu Bakr Mohammad b. al-Sari al-Sarraj (d. 316 A.H./928 A.D.)

ed & tr. Dr. Hamidreza MOSTAFID
(Azad University)

This treatise concerns the placing of diacritical marks in Arabic, and is composed by Ibn al-Sarraj
(d. 316 A.H./928 A.D.), who was one of the preeminent grammarians and poets of Baghdad in the
late 9™ and eatly 10™ centuties.

Ibn al-Sarraj addresses two important issues in this work: The placing of diacritical marks on
letters of similar shape; and the problem of transcribing vowels. He discusses the prevalent customs
of the scribes of his time in dealing with these problems in transcribing secular literature as well as
in producing copies of the Holy Quran. Like many of his contemporaries, Ibn al-Sarraj follows the
tradition of the scholars of the 3* (eatly 9™) and 4™ (early 10™) centuries, who used the system devised
by Abu al-Aswad al-Du'ali (605 - 688 A.D.), and considered it superior to the one devised by Khalil
b. Ahmad (circa 718 - 786 A.D.). In this section of his book, Ibn al-Sarraj primarily relies on the views
of Abu ‘Amr al-Basti (citca 684 or 687 - 771 or 774 A.D.), who was one of the "seven readers" and a
leader of the grammatical school of Basra.

He also expounds the concept of wagf "pause” and its vatieties in Arabic language, but for a full
discussion of writing the letter, hamza, refers his readers to another one of his compositions,
entitled the Treatise on W7iting. Ibn al-Sarraj occasionally makes mention of a number of other
problems of copying Quranic verses in this treatise.

The present paper provides a facsimile reproduction of this important treatise, the unique
manusctipt of which is kept at the Esma'il $2’eb Library in Ankara. The reproduction here is made
from a film of the manuscript that belongs to the Mojtaba Minovi Library in Tehran. The facsimile
reproduction is accompanied with an Arabic edition and a Persian translation of the text. Every
effort has been made to reproduce the original forms of the diacritical marks used in the manuscript,

in the printed edition.
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