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A Copy of Majd-e Hamgar's Quatrains in the Hand of his Grandson

(British Library, Ms. no. 3713)

Ali MIRAFZALI

(Kerman)

In the year 697/1297, Majd's grandson, a man by the name of Eshaq b. Qawam b. Majd-e Hamgar,

who was at the time living in Tabriz, edited a collection of his grandfather, Majd-e Hamgar (607 -

686/ 1210 - 1287 AD) quatrains, and wrote his edition on the blank folios that are inserted in

a collection of the divans of four great Iranian elegists: Abolfaraj-e Runi, Azraqi-ye Heravi, Anvari,

and “Othman-e Mokhtari. This collection has been copied in 692/1292 in the city of Esfahan. Eshaq

b. Qawam finished transcribing his edition of his grandfather's verse on Friday, fifth of the month of
Safar of 697 (November 29, 1297), eleven years after Majd's death.

This manuscript, which is in 179 folios, is kept at the British Library (no. 3713). A photographic
copy of it that was procured by Professor Minovi for his own use is now kept at the Minovi library
in Tehran (nos. 234, 235). Eshaq b. Qawam b. Majd-e Hamgar has copied his grandfathet's quatrains
on the blank folios which separate the text of these four divans, and on those that follow the text
of ‘Othman-e Mokhtari's divan in the codex. He has divided his edition of the quatrains into four
parts in order to fit them on the available blank folios. The quatrains number 610 in the present
manuscript, and have been arranged in alphabetical order according to their thyming word. Professor
Minovi has noted that: "this copy of the quatrains is the oldest dated Persian manuscript in which the
verses of a poet are alphabetically arranged according to the thyming word."

Although Majd-e Hamgar was known for his elegies during his lifetime, it is his quatrains that his
grandson has chosen to collect. This is rather rare especially because Majd had no great fame as a
composer of this type of verse.

The quatrains are copied in four columns, and there are approximately thirty of them on each
page. Though most are preceded by the expression, wa lahn, "and also by him," some have specific
titles that pertain to the topic of the quatrain and are of significance as far as the biography of the
poet and cultural and political histories of his time are concerned. On the final folio of the
manuscript, the scribe has included a number of anecdotes that are noteworthy for the study of the
literary atmosphere of his own time, and the biography of his grandfather.

The manuscript is written in a large #askh script, and has a versified colophon by the scribe, which
is one of the oldest specimens of poetic colophons in Persian manuscripts. In this colophon, Eshaq
b. Qawam has referred to his work as an "edition" (fashih), and has included variants of some of the
verses of his grandfather's poetry, which he has inscribed either on the margin or interlinearly. He has
revised his work and has corrected some of his own scribal errors.

Some of the quatrains of Majd-e Hamgar are found among the wondering quatrains of Persian
literature, which are attributed to a number of different poets in different sources. However, since the
present manuscript has been edited by the poet's own grandson, one may consider the attribution of

these quatrains to Majd-e Hamgar as virtually certain.
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