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\/ Nameh-ye Baharestan: vols. 8-9, 2007-2008, ser. nos. 13-14 )

An Old Manuscript of the Shahnameh
(in the Oriental Library of Saint Joseph University in Beirut, NC. 43)

Dr. Mostafa MOUSAVI

(Tehran University)
This codex was not catalogued until 2005. It does not have a colophon, but judging from its
codicological characteristics must hail from either the beginning of the 8" century AH (14* century
AD). It measures 31 x 23 centimeter, its writing area measures 25.3 x 18.5 centimeter, and it has 496
folios. Its first nine folios are moved to the end of the codex; that is, folios 488 - 496 are in reality
folios 2 - 10. Although generally complete, it is missing the first folio, and the lower part of its final
folio (f. 487), which must have included its colophon has been cut off. It is therefore not possible to
cither know the date when it was copied or the name of its copyist. It lacks cover, its binding is
damaged, and the codex is now kept in a cardboard box.

The text is copied on thick paper in an old hand in #askh script. The paper of the earlier part of
the book-commonly referred to as the "legendary part"-is more damaged than the rest of the text and
shows that this part was read more often than the rest of the poem. The manuscript has
approximately 47,000 distichs, which are written in four columns (two distichs per line). There are
twenty-five lines or fifty verses on each page. The text area, columns, and headings are ruled in double
red lines. The text must have been written in black ink, which has discolored to brown with age. Titles
are written in gold. Many verses are added on the margin in a newer hand, and glosses are added in
Ottoman Turkish. In places, damaged text has been restored, but these restorations are often
erroneous.

This manuscript has fewer headings than most other manuscripts of the Shabnameh and its
headings are usually quite brief. The scribe has been careful in placing dots and diacritical marks. The
text is obviously old and frequently preserves archaic forms of words and phrases. Some of its
variants are found in no other Shabnameh codices, and it is especially noteworthy for its variant forms
of historical names.

Compared to the Moscow edition about 41 verses from the beginning of the poem are missing in
this manuscript. The final verse that determines the date of the completion of the Shahnameh to be
384 AH (995 AD) indicates that this is a copy of the first redaction of the Shabnameh, which was

completed in that year.
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