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A new manuscript of the Shabnameh
(in the Oriental Library of Saint Joseph University in Beirut, NC. 43)
Dr. Jalal KHALEGHI-MOTLAGH

(Prof. Emeritus of Hamburg University )
This paper evaluates twenty-two pages of the Shabnameh manuscript recently found at the library of
the Saint Joseph monastery in Lebanon (siglum = J), to the reproduction of which the author has had
access. This pages include 638 distichs from the end of Zahhak's reign and the beginning of the rule
of Fereydan; and 426 distichs from the reign of Alexander. After describing these pages from a
paeleopgrphic point of view, the author has collated these pages with the corresponding texts of the
Florence manuscript of 614 AH (1217 AD; siglum = F), the London manuscript of 675 AH (1276 AD;
siglum = L), and with the readings of Khaleghi-Motlagh's new critical edition of the Shabnameb
(siglum = Kh). The siglum for the readings of the sixth volume of this edition that has been edited
by Khaleghi and Omidsalar is KhA. All variant readings have been recorded and evaluated in this
article. The author ends with a statistical study of these manuscripts with the volumes of the new
critical edition, in which these three manuscripts and the new critical edition are evaluated for their
use of archaic and original words, the number of interpolated verses, the number of lacunae, and the
correct order of distichs as well as the sequence of lines of verse in each distich. The following
conclusions may be drawn from this study:

1. Although J's text is only slightly less authoritative than F, it is quite inferior to that of E
However some of J's inferiority may be due to the fact that many verses at the bottom of its folios
are either rubbed off or re-written in a newer hand.

2. ] has fewer interpolated verses than I in the verses taken from the stories of 2ahhﬁk and
Fereydan, and fewer spurious lines than L in the verses taken from the story of Alexander.

3.J has fewer lacunae than F in the stories of 2ahb§k and Fereydan. However, L has fewer lacunae
than J in these stories as well as in the story of Alexander.

4. One cannot make a meaningful study of the order of verses and lines in this manuscript
because of the small number of folios to which we have access.

5. The text of Kh/KhA is generally superior to the texts of all three manuscripts.
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