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A Brief Description of Two Manuscripts
(Emam Fakht-e Razi's Commentary on Ebn Stnad's Esharat; Sharh al-Oddab fi al-1oghab)

Dr. Ahmad MAHDAVI DAMGHANI

(Harward University)
Two valuable manuscripts which are kept in a private collection in the United States are briefly
described in this article.

The first is a copy of Emam Fakhr-e Razi's Commentary on Ebn Sina's Esharat. This manuscript was
copied in 679/1280 at the library of the Nezamiyyah Madrasah of Baghdad. Itis in two parts. Its first
part is in 68 folios and concerns the science of logic. Its second part is about philosophy and is in
141 folios. Although this is a carefully written and authoritative codex, it unfortunately does not
provide the name of its scribe. However, judging from the quality of the text, its scribe must have
been quite a learned man. A number of marginalia and ownership notes are found in this codex. One
of these, dated 979/1571, is by the great Damascene poet and jurist, Darwish Mohammad b. Ahmad
al-Talowi (950 - 1041/1543 - 1631).

The second codex is a commentary on a lexicographic text, entitiled: Sharh al-Oddab fi al-L.oghah.
The author of this work is not known and no information concerning the book or its author could
be found in relevant bibliographical sources. However, it is possible that the book was dedicated to
the Buyid ruler, Abu Kalijar (d. 440/1048), because this name is mentioned in the text and is followed
by a lacuna of several words on p. 2.

The codex is in two parts. The first part is comprised of 112 folios and the second part has 109
folios. It does not give the scribe's name, but the date of its copying is given as 21* of Rabi al-Awwal
of the year 1236 (December 27, 1820).





