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‘( Nameh-ye Baharestan: vols. 8-9, 2007-2008, ser. nos. 13-14

Thacalebi of Neshabiir or Tha‘alebi of Marghan?

Dr. Mahmoud OMIDSALAR

(John F. Kennedy Memorial Library; Los Angeles)

The history: Ghorar al-Siyar (henceforth, Ghorar) has been attributed to a certain Hosain b.
Mohammad al-Marghani by Professor Minovi and a few other scholars. The inspections of the
manuscripts of this text, namely its optimus codex (the Damad Ibrahim Pasha ms.916) and another
manuscript of it at the Bodleian library (ms. D'Orville 542) -which appears to have been copied from
the Damad Ebrahim Pasha manuscript- with what we know of an incomplete manuscript of it at the
Bibliotheque National (ms. Fonds arabe 5053) proves with reasonable certainty that: first, the author
of the Ghorar is none other than the famous al-Thalebi (d. 429 or 430 AH). Second, Hosain b.
Mohammad al-Marghani, whose name appears in a decorative medallion at the beginning of the
Turkish manuscript, was the owner of the codex ot its author. Third, the prose style of the Ghoraris
virtually identical with the al-Tha<alebi's. Fourth, Al-Thalebi and the author of the Ghorar have the
same friends and acquaintances. Fifth, they relate identical events and experiences, which also imply

that they are one and the same person.
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