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Two Masterpieces of Calligraphy by Shah Mahmiid-e Neshabiiri

Mohammad Ali KARIMZADEH TABRIZI

(London)
Shah Mahmid-e Neshabiiri, is one of the best calligraphers of the Safavid period and many of his
works are preserved in museums and libraries. This paper presents a study of two of his finest works.
The first of these is a transctiption of two chapters of the Quran that belongs to the authot's private
collection. Shah Mahmiid transcribed this piece for the Safavid king, Ismail in the city of Tabriz. This
piece, which is not dated, is written in nastaliq script in spite of the fact that many calligraphers of
that time considered transcribing Quran in nasta‘liq script to be inauspicious. The second piece is a
Quran in nastaliq script that was coppied by the order of King Tahmasb I in 945/1538, and was
offered to the library of the Ottoman ruler Sultan Mohammad Bahador Khan. This manuscript was
later decorated by Hasan Baghdadi, and is now kept at the Topkapi Sarayi Museum in Istanbul.






