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"\\/7 Nameh-ye Baharestan: vols. 8-9, 2007-2008, ser. nos. 13-14 /
On the Orthography of the Khatm al-Ghardyeb Manuscript of AH 593 (AD 1197)
(Austrian National Library, mixt. 845)

Dr. Jalal MATINI

(Prof. Emeritus of Mashhad University; Maryland)
The orthography of the manuscript of Kbatm al-Gharayeb, dated AH 593 (AD 1197) may appear
strange to scholars of manuscripts written after the seventh century AH (14" century AD) because it
does not follow uniform rules as far as connecting the letter to one another and the form of some
letters is concerned. However, the orthography of this manuscript is consistent with that of codices
that were prepared during the fifth century AH (11* century AD); and it appears that its scribe has
generally followed the orthographic conventions of that earlier period.

Codices that are written in the fifth century AH generally have an eclectic orthography. Not only
different 5" century manuscripts do not follow a consistent style of writing as a group, but their
scribes tend to write words and letters in several different forms even within the same codex. For
instance they might copy the same word or letter in several different forms sometimes on the same page.

The author has previously evaluated four manuscripts from 5™ century in detail and nearly 200
other codices that hail from the sixth to the thirteenth centuries AH (eatly 12 to late 18" centuries AD)
in less detail with regard to their treatment of letters < ,z , 5,5, and the Persian s and and has
published the results. A careful consideration of these manuscripts shows that scribes did not follow
any set manner of writing, and tended to be eclectic in their approach to copying to the point that
they would copy the same letter or word in a variety of ways even on the same line.

The orthography of the present codex is in agreement with the eclectic copying style of the
copyists of the previous centuries. There are however, very few instances in which this scribe
operates differently. The most important of these is his writing the letter ¢ which he sometimes
renders as #in addition to the more common forms (z andg).

Connecting Letters:

Although this scribe prefers to write compound words separately, he occasionally connects them together.

The preposition - is connected to its object in the majority of cases. However, it is occasionally
written separately.

The initial alef of the word «..l and pronouns sland (2! is often dropped.

The final « of the past participle tends to be dropped by this scribe.
Vocalization of Words:

Letters that precede silent H are almost always marked by the diacritical for the vowel [a]

Vocalization of words shows that the pronunciation of some words were slightly different from
their pronunciation in modern standard Persian.

The preposition- is always vocalized as [ba].

Some words are written in a slightly abbreviated form: for instance, s%» instead of == (f 17/7);
A% instead of = (f 102/6); «5 instead of 45 (f 56/10); and 2%< instead of 4555 (75/10).
Adding Three Dots (-):

These three dots are sometimes inserted before the word that begins the first hemistich of a couplet.

They are sometimes inserted after the last word of the first or the final word of the second hemistich

Occasionally they are inserted to fill a blank.






