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Tools of Copying and Customs and Traditions of Scribes in the Manuscript of
Mohammad b. “Ali-ye Namis-e Khar’s Tohfab-ye Jalaliyyah (dated Eatly 8" Century AH)

Dr. Qanbar-Ali RUDGAR

(Encyclopaedia Islamica Foundation)
This paper concerns the manuscript of Tohfab-ye Jalaliyyah, composed by the skillful Ilkhanid
secretary, Mohammad b. “Ali-ye Namis-e Khari, who remains relatively unknown. The text is one of
the main sources of Ebn Hendusha's Dastar a/-Kazeb, which is divided into two general parts:
Theoretical Discourses, and Practical Treatises. In the first part, the author presents a concise and
well-organized discussion of topics that concern secretarial profession such as: the nature of
secretaryship, semantics, and the different definitions of epistolary arts. He presents historical and
textual evidence in support of his arguments throughout his book. The comprehensiveness of the
topics, their fine organization into a coherent whole, as well as the author's skillful presentation makes
his book especially important among books of similar kind. The fact that the author is personally an
authority on secretarial arts adds to the value of the book.

Among the important topics that have been discussed in the part of the book that concerns
practical matters are: procuring and care of ink-wells, pens, pen-knives, and the correct form of using
copying tools, the correct manner of folding a letter, all of which have been succinctly discussed.
Separate headings have been devoted to the question of the best times to engage in secretarial
activity-both in terms of the astrological suitability of the time as well as the times during which the scribe
is physically and emotionally is best prepared to engage in his trade. Additionally, the author addresses
the topic of what are the best places in which scribes can engage in their trade most efficiently.

This book is not only an excellent source of scribal terminology, but also a good fond of prose and
poetry concerning scribal arts and tools. Moreover, it makes reference to a number of important folk-
beliefs that must have been prevalent among the secretarial class. These beliefs are quoted with a great
deal of conviction. For instance, the author stresses that casting shavings of a pen-knife underfoot causes

poverty and forgetfulness; and that putting an ink-well on the ledge may lead to the loss of one's office.
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