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Extremely Rare Persian- Consular Mail in Baku

1324 o/XR Azerbal_;an. Persian Consular Post In Baku, an uut‘;tzmdmg
group of 6 covers, 6 fragments & onc pair all franked with
Persian adhesives with the rare violet handstamp “Postes

Consulaires Persanes/Bacou”, one addl fragment. with .

Consulat lmpenal de Persc 2 Bacou cancel, most of the cover

are addressed to Tehran & are on Official stationery with a
" wide varicty of censor or registry mkgs, one cover with one

stump missing, generally F-VF, dn exeeptional lot of the

extremely rare-items, Ex-Liphschutz.

Estimate . . . . . PR ... $7,500-10,000.
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MOHAMMAD-ALI JAMALZADEH

Mohammad-Ali
Jamalzadeh, Iranian
writer and political
thinker, died in Geneva
on November 8 aged 105,
He war horn in Isfahan
on Januarv 13, 1892,

THOUGH -he dismissed the
-claim, Mohammad-Ali Jamal-

zadéh was often described as

Ahe “father of modern Persian

fiction” He certainly made
w success of the genre,

-and his style was widely emu-

lated. He addressed himself to

‘the daily problems of the

urban poor and the peasantry,
and he avoided the use of
complex phrases borrowed
from the Azerbaijani Turkish
of the Caucasus, prevalent
among the aristocratic writers

of his time, when simple.

Persian
available. .
He was a pronunent aclivist
in the parliamentary reform
movement of the first two
decades of this century, de-

equivalents  were

Cspite his youth. This. was

largely due to the execution of
his_father: by the penuitimate,
Russian-backed Kajar mon-
arch, - Shah. Mohammad-All,

Almost all his adult life he
spentjiliurope,
Jamalzadel’s father wus the
influential Shia cleric of Isfa-
han, Jamal-ed-Din Hama-
dani, Who — unimaginably
:cs.nn_m%w_l sent his son to a
Jesuit schoot in Beirut and

agitated for a liberal constitu-

tion. In 1910 Jamalzadch went
to Paris. and four years later
he obtained a degree in law
from the University .of Dijon
and married his first wife,
Josephine; a Swiss subject. In
1915, while several regiuns of
neutral Tran were occupicd by
Russia, Britain and Ottoman
Turkey, Jamalzadeh retuened

to the western city of Kerman-

shah and formod a small
army of Kurds to fight e
alfies, but he was soon forced
to abandun the venture and
went to Berlin ar the start of
his permanent scttlement in
Europe, ' .

In the German capital he
fell under the influence of such
Iranian intellectuals as Has-
san Taghizadeh, a future lead-
er of the Senate in Tehran
under the last Shah, and
concluded that one of the

reasons. [ur the widesprend
o e __In._the_civil _war _0i_1905-1\.._ .illiteracy of his fellow country-.

men was the preference of
their edueated elite 10 write
only Tor one another, “whereas
in the civilised countries, even
great thinkers try to write their
works in as simple a language
as pussible”,

The result was a  series

-of innovative short stories

_..cc:x_aa by Taghizadeh. in
his emigré -magazine Kaveh,
formed

which  eventually

Jamalzadehs first bouk, Yekki’

Bood, Yekki Nabood ('One
Person Was, One Person Was
Not™y  the titde Dbeing e

_traditional opening of Persian

fairytales. While soin€ critics
in fran depounceed the conver-
sativnal style as a degradation
of literary tradition, - others
hailud it as the beginning of a
new ¢ra. Jumalzndeh was now
launched on his prolific carcer”
as -a writer of short slories,.
novels, political tracts and
histories.

For many  years, - Jamal-
zadely carned his living as.a
teacher of Persian literature to
foreign students, and as lran's
representative to. the Inlerna-
tionul Labour Organisation in
Geneva. He visited Tehran
regularly, but never .seriously
considered a political career
there,

A blemish on his 1ast deciude
was remarks in support of e
Islamic revolution of 1979,
which saddened many of his
liberal admirers; but he re-
mained otherwise in charge of
tiis mind to the last. A few
months ago in his Geneva
nursing home, he complained
to 2 visttor that death had kept
him waiting too long. “Why
am | not dying?" he asked.
“All have gone and I'm still
here. 1 no longer umlerstami
people! s two wives prede-

ceased him.




