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ABSTRACT

Russign Formalism, early in twentieth century, insisted that the subject of
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literary study is not literature but “literariness," i.e. that which makes a given work
a literary work. It put forward the concept of "defamiliarisation.” Prague
Structuralism was in continuity with Russian Formalism. Modern Structuralism,
like prague school, is founded on Saus&urian linguistic principle that language as
a system is governed by two reldtion.s:hips.' the syntagmatic, and the paradigmatic.
Common to all of these is a concern for structures or systems which can be
' studled synchronically. they concentrate upon a system capable of generating
meanings, rather than maning itself. It is as if the work is written by the

"grammar” or system of transformations that preexists its creation. Language,
according to structuralists, is a self-enclosed system which is not affected (or
caused) by extrastructural pressures (the "real world"). The movement of
Post-structuralism whose chief manifestation is Deconstruction is either reviewing
or developing structuralist concepts. According to Derrida, meaning can never be
fully present since it is always deferred. Since meaning does not reside in signifier,
the play of signification is a never ending process which can never reach a
definite signified.

This article argues that literary criticism, in its development from Russian
Formalism to Post-structuralism, attempted to reveal not meaning, but systems
and conventions that generate from and meaning. The devices and strategies of
these movements, such as "defamiliarisation”, and *deconstruction”, have all
concentrated on form at the expence of overlooking or even downgrading the
meaning. '
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'17- Claude Lévi-Strauss / Roland Barthes -

18- Louis Althusser / Lucien Goldmann
_ 19- "genetic Structuralist"
.20- Narratologists: Gérard Genette / Michel Foucault
21 - Jaccques Lacan
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24- Vladimmir Propp’s: Morphology of the Folktale, 1928.
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- 26- Roland Barthes’ Mythologies.
27- Parole / Langue
- 28- Barthes’s Critique et Verité
. 29- Todorov’s "Poétique” (in Qu’est-ce que le Structuralism?)
30- Solipsistic

31- Narratology

32- corrective

33- Spitzer f "immanent study."

34- Jacques Derrida
-35- Post-Structuralism

36- transcendental signified

37- "différence” which Derrida spells "Différance”

38- "logocentrism" '
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