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Landside as a natural disaster in North of Khorassan

Landslides are among the major natural disasters or calamitities in the world. They oceur
almost universally as a function of the lithology, slope of the terrain and natural and human actions
that may either add to the operating gravitational stresses or reduce the resistance to sliding of the
soils comprising the slope. Landslides cause extensive damages to roads, bridges, human dwellings,
agricultural land, orchards, forests etc., resulting in loss of propetty as well as life.

In hilly terrains of Iran, including Kopet-Dogh area in northeast, landslides have been a
major and widely spread natural disasters that strike life and property almost perennially and

occupy a position of major concern. Based on field studies of landslides in Kopet-Dogh area,
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carried out over the past two years the paper bring out a number of facets. These field
observations enabled the approperiate stability analysis to be carried out for the mechanism
depicted in many landslides especially around the Bojnord and Shirvén area. Interaction
between focal geology and the long term climatic conditions will result in significantly different
landforms with varying degree of susceptibility to landsliding.
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