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University of Shakid Beheshti

The Position of Small Rural Settlements in Territorial Development Plans in Iran

Physio- ecological and polito- socio- economic characteristics of Iran has shaped a spatial
differentiated pattern of rural settlements, whose main features are dispersion, variation and
underdevelopment. The comprehensive changes in the last decades have brought the growth and physical
expansion of few urban centers in gne hand, and underdevelopment and isolation of many rural ones in
other hand. Thus, there has developed a certain dualism between the two kind of human settlements. here
what has aggravated the situation, is the spontaneous and unplanned growth of some localities and the
certain decisions depending on premature centralization of rural settlements.

This article tries Lo explain the situation and show how an even semi - idealized settlement system
should be developed, in which every component (different urban and rural centers, as well as the

dispersed small villages) can interact in a complementary character.
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