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Dr. Mohammad Hassan Ganji

University of Tehran

Abstract of Hartshorne's

“The Nature of Geography”

The eminent American Geographer Richard Hartshorne, in his outstanding book, The Nature of
Geography (1939), compiled with reference to no Jess than 528 reliable sources and arranged in ten
chapters, has added two chapters as Introduction and Summary & Conclusion, which both are meant to
make the reader familiar with the main text of the book. The Nature of Geography has been used as a

source book for many years by geographers of all nations. The present article that is a translation of the
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last chapter of Hartshorne's book surveys briefly the historical evolution of geographical concept, various
definitions of Geography, place oi geography in the natural and human sciences,, relations of geography
with neighbouring disciplines, geography and history, systematic and regional divisions of geography,
geography and spacial differences, ‘geography and politics, the concept of geographical landscape,

importance of maps and statistics in geography , geographical methodology and a score of other topies.
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