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Ice - houses (yakh - challs) of Iran plateau

Qver centuries yakh - challs or ice - houses, like water - storage tanks (ab - anbars), have been
part of common buildings and public services in Iranian cities and some villages, localing near hot
and dry deserts. modern technology and new development, however, have caused them to be
neglected and as a result be ruined - yakh - challs can be considered an indication of Iranian
civilization and urbanization and the highlight of ice - making technology in dry and hot regions - the
present article surveys some of these yakh - challs in kerman and Tehran areas. The author also
describes the art of lce - making and the way ice was sent to the market and sold - the social role of
the traditional yakh - challs in Iranian society is finally investigated.
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