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Dr. Hassan Ali Ghayoor,
University of Isfahan

Analysis of the Rise in the Sea Level of the Caspian Sea

Changes in the sea leve] of the caspian sea and especially its rising in recent years
have caused condsidrable damage to the coastlines of Iran and its peighbors in the
North. The problem has, as a result, drawn attention from different quarters including
the government authorities in fishing, shipping and environment. A number of stud-
ies have been conducted to find the possible causes as the problem can have serious
consequences for the economic and social lives of the neighbering countries.

On the basis on these investigations, some argue that continental changes are the
responsible factors, Berg (see Ghazi 1990) belives that continental tremors in the
past 120 years are behind the rising and falling of the Sea level. Others maintain that
changes in the atmosphere have caused more rain in the areas and thus have caused a
rise in the sea level (Naimi 1990). But this view has been rejected by those who report
that no major change in the levels of the rivers has been recently detected (V.B.Azen
1993). Some researchers even point out that tectonic movements such as isostatic
movements and rising of the sea bed can be responsible elements, However, Darvish-
zadeh (1990) says that nothing related to the movements of the plates in the area has
been reported in the past 12 years. :

In this study a number of factors such as tectonic and geomorphological structures
of the area and geography of the region both past and present have been investigated
together with a close analysis of the pertinen findings. It has been claimed that the
main factor giving rise to the present problem is man's interference with the natural
environment. This man's interferences not only caused the rise in the sea level of the
Caspian Sea, also caused the fall of the sea level of the Aral Sea.

This investigation seeks to find if there is a relationship between the rising of
the level of the Caspian Sea and the falling of the sea level of the Aral Sea.
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