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Flacailaab  alie
1. Tateatt Parsons, Societies. Evolutionary and Comparative Perspective, Bnglewood
Clifts, NI 1966, p. 3.
2. Ibid, p. 21. Parsons thinks of himsclf as compleling Weber's universal-histarical

interpretation of the development of "occidental rationalism®™.

ko

QL Marion I Levy, "Social Patterns (Structures) and Problems of Modernization®, in
Withert B, Moore and Rohert M. Cook, eds, Readings on Social Change, )inglewood
Clilfs, NJ 1976, p. 190,

4. Mag Weher, Gesammelte Aufeiitze zur religionssoziologie, labingen 1972, val. 1, pp.
1-16.

. CI N Rlias, The Civilizing Process. Sociogenetic and Pyychogeneric Investigations. Vol,
1: The History of Manncrs, Oxtard 1978, p. 1.

6. Cf. Samuel N, Bisenstadt, Tradition, Change, and Modermry, New York, London,

Sydney and Toronto 1973,

7. Nonneth and Toas have emphasized this pomt concerning Rousseau ad a shorleoming

of Lilias’s analysis; see Axel Honncth, Hans Joas, Seziele Handeln und menychiiche

Nature. Anthropolegivche Grundiagen der Sozialwissenychaften, Uranklurt am Main

and New York 1980, p. 117. See, however, the references to Rousseau in Blios, Fhwe

[

Civifizing Process, vol. 1. p. 39

8. CI. Friedrich Jonas, Geschichts der Soziologie, 4 vols, Reinbek b, LHamburg 1976, val.
1, p. 58,

9. Flias, The Civilizing Process, vol. 2 Stale Fromation and Civilizaron, 1982, pp. 47-5,

10. Bauman cites the "garden” (Paradigm: Versailles) as an important clement in the
imagery of the civilizing Process, whereby the wilderness ol nature {inciuding that of

1. the dispossessed
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13.

14.
15.

human nature) was supposed to be ransformed. According to him (he garden was
an expericnce shared by the eourt, the salon, and the lile-world ol the Phifavopfy;
see Zygmunt Bauman, "On the Origing of Civiliztion: A Tistoricat Nore", in T hecry,
Culture and Society, vol. 2, no. 3, 1985, po 78, Sec also the reference o the serict
regimentation of the landscape architcets of Versailles as ¢ symbol ol the courtlyy
structure of power in N Blias, Tie Court Sociery, Oxlord 1983, pp. 227-8.

‘This concept lipures prominently in @ whole series of other famous evolutionary
theories: for example m Spencer’s nodion of a trapsition  rem o militaristic o
industrialized socicty, ar in Buckle's theory ol civilization.

. Flias bas often been cirilicized on this point. Far a review ol these criticisms, see N

Wilterdink, "Dic Zivilistions theorie im Kreuzfeuer der Diskossion. Uin Bericht vom
Kongreld ther zivilisationsprozesse in Amsterdam”, in P Gleichmann, ). Gondsblkom
and H. Korte, cds, Macht und  Zivilisation,  Materialiecn 20 Novberr Elios”
Zivilisationstheorie 2, Urankfurt am Main 1984, p. 285, Therr Mamn accusalion
concerns Bliags thesis that warlike aggressiveness in the carlier stuges of societad
development was "spontancous’, in (he sense al not being subject (o rational control,
They argue that even in those days violenee was subjoct to a good deal of cognitive
control and required a lair amount of foresight and sell-monitonng (as o the
knightly joust and the extensive pructising il demanded). This aceusation, hawever,
docs not penctrate o Lthe heart of Lidiag’s agrament. Tle is concerned wilh the
affective household as a whote, under conditions marked by the onnipresent Lhreat
ol physical violence in evervday life, and 0 limes when a monopolyol [oree was
lacking: Contlicts between minor [eudal lords and cven belween lownsimen were
resalved  oceeasionally by resorting to cxtreme  physical violence, Moreover,  Lhe
mieration hetween the wider social world (in which fendal fords were at times as
sovereign as contemporary states) and the sacial "Lifeworld” created a structurally
determined  high density of conllict, itsell cellected within the psyche of the
individual. The (uct that calculated, ceucl forture was cven more mtense in cerlain
enclaves does not constilule a coupter-argument agamst Llias's thesis. And as far as
"rutionality” is concerped, it s Flias himself who insists, tme and again, that the
development of civilization does not begin [rom scrateh on the contrary, rationalily is
a pocess of rationalization.

According 1o une ciritie, Elias in fact produces a "theoretically informed case study™
that of Irance. Sce Samuel F. Sampsen, "The Formation of Turopean Natienal
States, the Elaboration of Functionul Interdependence Netwarks and the Genesis ol
Madern seif-Control", Contermporary Sociology, val. 13, na. 1, 1984, p. 22

Filias, The Civilizing process, volo 2, p. 241

According to Hlias, "figuration” or "eonligurations” are "webs” of relations among
interdependent human beings. Conligutalions often develop within the context of

\Za



Ol Ddate ) 3

It

=

T

14

2

>

23

=

phenomend - the monelary eeonomy. 1he division of lahour, the formstion of the
state - which, although usually called macrosociological processes and struciures, are
berter seen as lengtherning chains off action and interdependence. [le argues thal
lipurations connol be analysed by, say, cxamining the causal conneetions herween
mero and micre phenomena, Blios ueeepts the physiccalist linguage of "varables” as
at best o necessary  simplilication,  and  wounld  argue thal such  langoaye s
appropriate for social life. of. his pertinent methodolagical observations in Has ise
Soziofogie? {Munich 1970, pp. [19-25; capecially p. 124). This poimt s nmuissed
campletely 10 the nave positivist critiisms of [lenk Plap and Yme Kuiper,
"Tigurationssoziologic als Forschungsprogramm”, Kéilner Zeitschift e Soziclogie
nnd Soztalpsyehologie, na. 33, pp. 273-301.

CILoSusan Buck-Morss’s review ol BLlias's The Civilization Process. Toloy, no. 37,
1974, pp. 18198 especially p. 158,

SThe faet that Elias did not exclude the possibility of such "re-lapses” is clear from the

following passage, which refutes the charge that the defended a deterministic and
evolutionury view of progress: "We scarcely realize how quickly what we call our
"reason”, this relatively farsighied and differentialed stecring ol our conduct, with s
degree of affeet-eontrol, would crumble ol celfapse 1l the anxicly-inducing tensions
within antl around us changed. il the lears affecting our lives suddenly became much

strunger or much weaker or, as in many simpler societies, both al onee, now

strongerim, now weaker" (vhe Civilizing process, vol. 2, p. 320

FBlins would dismiss such a polarization - feudalism versus capitalism - as an
unrealistic sinplification. Fle argues wlong these lines when indicaling the changing
camposition aver time of "aristoeratic and "hourgeais" groups; el The Cutizing
process, val, 2, pp. 176-7 and, in general, the idea of a court sovicty belween
[cudalism and capitalism.

Sume critics also take Llias to be an exponent ol an "evolutionary gradoalism”, Sew
Flonneth and Joas, Sazidles Handeln ind menschiliche Natwre, po 1200 The chagre of
“wradualism” is rather implausible. See fhe Civilizing Process, vol, 2, cspecially pp.
[66-7, where the concepl of the manopoly ol power and force is explained. along
with the role ol conllicts, antagonisms of interest, and discontmuitics.

Lilias, ikid., vol. 2, p. 163, Compere {fonneth’s and Joas's claim (Soxicles Handeln
und menschliche Natwre, pp. 120-21) that Llias’s coneeption of the [ormation of the
slale is restricted to the political realm and lacks an economic materialist perspective.

CSusan Buck-Morss's review ot The Ciwlizing Process, p. 193
22

I Sampson, "The formation of Huropean National States", p. 25; onneth and
Jous, Sozialey Hanndeln und menschtiche Naiur, p. 121

See Domald N, Levine, "Ratuonality and Freedom; Weber and Beyond". Sectologiced
fguiry, vol. 51, no. 1, 1981, pp. 5-25, especially p. 10; CF Joachim Isracl, Alicraton;
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