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Article

Children’s Appraisal of Interparental Conflict, and their Psychopathological
Symptoms: An Investigation of Mediating and Moderating Mechanisms

Fatemeh Gharehbaghy*, Maryam Aguilar-Vafaie °, Abbas Ali Allahyary®

Abstract oS>

Objectives: The present study represents an attempl to
gxplain the mechanisms by which, parental conflict, a
stressful life event in children's lives, may have an impact
on children’s psychelogical health. For thix purpose,
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besides examining predictive relationships between in- v
dependent und critetion variables, we also evaluated the sl oaa Llir gl 881 g 03lpilst 43 ol iosl oty —_
mediating and moderating interactions of three important 70

variables, children’s appraisals of parental conflict and
emotional securily in the family and their emotional
coping strategies, indicative of perceived insecurity in the
family, in the prediction of children's psychopathological
symptoms. Method: This rescarch used a stratified random
sampling procedure with 413 fifth-grade primary school-
children in he cigy of Fehean (220 girls & 193 hoys).To
asscss children's perceived emotional security in the family,
their emational coping strategies and their perception of
parental conflict. the Sccurity In the Family System
(SIFS) Scale and the Children's Perception of Interparental
Conflict {CPIC) Scale was administered Lo them. To assess
children's affective and behavioral difficulties, mothers
and teachers answered ibhe Strengths and Difficultics
Questionnaire (SDQ). Resnlts: Findings reveal a significant
relationship between the chiidren’s feeling of insecurity
in the family as well as children’s apptaisal of interparental
conflicts on children's affective and behavioral symploms
(p=0.01). Tn addition, the mediating role of appraisal in the
relation between emotional security and affective syrptoms,
the mediating role of the emotivnal reaction in relation to
conflict appraisal with the psychopathelogical symptonw
of the child, as well ay the interactional role of emotiona
insccurity and ¢hild appraisal of parental conflicts, were
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confirmed. Conclusion: Results indicate that in the context
of parental conllict, children's appraisal of interparental
conflict is a risk or vulnerability factor and family emotional
security 15 a protective factor for children’s psycho-
pathological symptoms,

Key words: imterparental conflici; behavior; psycho-
pathological symptoms
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