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Relationship Between Craving Intensity and Risky Behaviors
and Impulsivity Factors in Different Groups of Opiate Addicts

Azarakhsh Mokri’, Hamed Ekhtiari*, Hanie Edalati®, Habib Ganjgahi’, Parisa Naderi*

Abstract

Objectives: This study is carricd out with the aim of
assessing the relationship between craving and impulsivity
factors in three main groups of opiate addicts [heroin,

crack-heroin (locally known, purified crystaline heroin),
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and opium]. Method: 77 opiaile users in 3 groups [37 o SRS R et iagS e g2 dns s FOA
heroin intravenous (1V) abusers, 17 crack smokers and 23 (W) s S5 75 (V) bt T8 0ol o o 258

opium smokers] were selected using a semi-structured
interview and based on dependency criteria of Diagnositic
and Statistical Manual o Mental Disorders, fourth edition
(DSM-1V), from treatment watling list of Iranian National
Center for Clinics Addiction Studies. At first, demographic
information was collected from each subject. Computerized
version of Barratt and Zuckerman Scales, and Fysenck and
Dickman questionnaires were used to assess different
aspects of impulsivity. Craving was assessed through a
computerized visual cue task for opiate addicts (heroin,
herain-crack, and opium). Results: Results show higher
scores in motor and dysfunctional impulsivity among
heroin 1V abusers than opium  smokers and  higher
experience seeking and boredom susceptibility in hervin-

crack smokers. Iligher craving was correlated with higher
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scores in non-planning, motor and cognitive impulsivity,
and tatal Barratl score. Craving scores were negatively
correlated with age and functional impulsivity and positively
correlated with the total score on Barratt Impulsiveness
Scale. Conclusion: Personality features can be important
predictive factors lor craving severity in addicts. This can
help to choose an appropriate treatment and the control of
craving which s the most important factor leading to
relapse in substance abuse.

Key words: drug craving; heroin, opium; heroin-crack;

impulsivity factors
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I- craving 2- relupse
3- Abrams 4- Avantz
5- Muargalin 6- Kosten
7- Cooney 8- Powell
G- Bradly 0- Gray

11- Verheal 12 Brink

14- neuroticism
16- McCusker
|18- Zilberman
20- el-Guebaly
22- agreeableness

13- Greelings

15- introversion

17- Brown

19- Tavares

21- persisience

23- conscientiousness
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I- disinhibitation

3- reward scnsitivity
5- poor planning

7- Anton

9- 1eriling

11- Johnson

[3- Cox

13- Fugdahl

17- Bergen

2-risk-taking

4- hedonism

6- Nutt

8- D¢ Witte

13- impulse control
12- Laberg

14~ Vaksdel

16~ Stormark

18- Nordby

19- Zack 20- Belsito
21- Scher 22- Eissenberg
23- Corrigal 24- Munafo
25- Mogp 26- Roberts
27- Bradly 28- Murphy

29- Franken
31- Hendriks
32- Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(4lh. ed))

30- Kroon
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I- Visual Analogue Scale

2- Fysenck Impulsivity Questionnaire
3- Zuckerman Sensalion Seeking Scale
4= Barrat Iinpulsivity Scale
5- Stanlord

7- Felthous

8= Dickman Impulsivity Inventory

9- dysfunctional 10- functional
11- multivarinte analysis of co-variance

6- Kent
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