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Military Word Formation and Lexical Selection in the
Persian Language (Traditional and Middle Persian)

Mohammad-Reza Irvani'
Abdul-Reza Mohammadi®

Abstract

Language is a means of organizing thought and human relations.
Giving speech is also a natural duty of cvery military commander,
which multiplies significance of language learning and rhetoric. To
this end, every commander is expected to be rich in terms of the
Persian lexicon in various areas. On the other hand, the media of
speech should be rich enough in terms of lexicon so that it can offer
requirements for its speaker. Past word formation and lexical selection
processes pave the way for meeting the emerging needs in order to
avoid borrowing. Knowledge of these processes in the military fields
can predict the nature of the similar processes in the future.
Historically, invasion of Iran by Alexander entailed a new era in the
development of the Persian language; middle Persian which was
followed by the dominance of Salukian and thereby Greek's culture
influence on the Persian language to the extent that many new words
entered the Persian language Furthermore, the Persian language has
enjoyed mutual effects in the form of exchange with many other
nations and cultures. Given the fact that army men enjoyed noble
position in the traditional Persia and many scholastic books of the
Sassanid dynasty belonged to army men, then majority of the Persian
lexicon was military words in principle that some of them entered
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh (poetic collection) through translation and
some of them being subject to litcral and semantic changes entered the
Persian language while some others lost their use.

Key words: Language, Persian Language, Word Formatlon
Lexical Selection, Military Words
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