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Abstract

The research which employs a casual-descriptive method
aims at evaluating the effective psychological factors in
agricultural  specialists’ viewpoints on sustainable
agriculture in Semnan province. The statistical
population involved agricultural specialists and faculty
members working in agriculture departments of Semnan
universities, out of which 168 individuals were randomly
selected using Cochran formula. The main tool in order
to acquire the necessary data was a questionnaire that
had been tested with regard to its validity and
(alpha=89%). To analyze the data, correlation test and
multiple regressions were employed. Findings indicate
that considering the beneficiaries’ interests and needs,
learning agricultural stabilization and conservation
service and positive attitude toward conservation
correlate significantly, positively to specialists’ attitude
with regard to the necessity in the stabilization of the
agriculture at the 95 percent level of significance.
Moreover, awareness of the impact of conventional
agriculture on environmental degradation, awareness of
the benefits of sustainable agriculture and encouraging
the beneficiaries to consider sustainable cultivation were
found to correlate significantly, positively to specialists’
attitude with regard to the necessity in the stabilization of
the agriculture at the 99 percent level of significance.
The regression analysis also indicated that among from
the independent variables, awareness of the impact of
conventional agriculture on environmental degradation
was the most important psychological reason in the
necessity of applying the sustainable extension. What’s
more, encouraging the beneficiaries to consider
sustainable cultivation, awareness of the benefits of
sustainable agriculture, considering the beneficiaries’
needs, learning  agricultural  stabilization  and
conservation service were found to have the highest
impact on the independent variable explaining 35/1
percents of the changes concerning the dependant
variable.

Keywords:  Sustainable Extension, Psychological
Factors, Agricultural Specialist, Semnan Province
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