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A Comparative Investigation on the Personality and Role
of Women in Firdowsi's Shahnameh and Leo Tolstoy's
War and Peace

Marzieh Yahyapur, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Departrnent of Russian Language and Literature
Faculty of Foreign Languages, University of Tehran

Mahnaz Nurcozi, M.A.-
Student, Department of Russian Language and Literature

Abstract :

The Shahnameh by Firdowsi and War and Peace by Tolstoy considered as two grand epics of world
literature, have been able to maintain their respective status even today. Both writers have
successfully reflected upon-the different dimensions of life such as social incidents, political
mattars, family issues, moral, historical aspects, war scenes, bloodshed, and peace. All these have
been iilustrated through the theme of good versus evil. Without doubt the rale of women in these
greal epics is exceptional. By placing these two different epics paraflel to one anather, one can
study them on a comparative basis and study the rofe and contribution of women in social,
cultural, political and family matters. Both writers unanimously believe that morally sound women
such as Rudabeh, Sendokht, Natasha Rastuva, and- Marfa Ba!conska)/a by respecting moral and
social norms have helped to maintaif peace and integrity in the family and as a result have tasted
the fruits of this contribtrion. On the other hand, immoral  women such as Sudabeh, Helen
Kuragina, have been condemned for violatrfn’g moral and social norms, and as a result have met
with tlisastrous ends. Despite being culturally and religiously different, both texts have exhibited
due respect to those women who have been devoted wives and mothers, and thus been praised.

Keywords: war, peace, epic, women, love, family, morality.
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