ATTY YRS APAF Gliuals BY & i  ileush pae dolila gt
Human Sciences: No. 54, Summer 2007 «227 - 236>

] S
J g0 gy 5T €l 5 S S oy 4 (5590

LT T
sl dapol al&sls

oSy

9 Olerdss 1wz of olhays o Jtlaile 29 o w5 punasijon oy o ol ublie! o dijgo gy ol ST
b 13 ol e o 4l 5 ST gl Sl 13y 18,5 o 1 s 38 Bh > o (S5 g
SY3lao g3 el Ui 0 i 5 pire pa3Ld jpdn by 2)y dinlgd o 1 desls 13 Dg340 sl ¢ lzeiali 395
e sl Aieg il 13 350 Sools |y sl JlSS o ot g 4 o 45 ol 35 0,0 ol
)Iifdln;;w‘;b}ﬁ LS S al il el Tl ey pea g0 &5 ilopo pglanilial Hlases & lad o,
i afg bl g Il dlbgrags 1o 4.(.).){05 )K.n';b‘_f’i'b}_sy ,M._J;: S vins el fijga
b o g lolggl g o g ) Cu Lol b3 sl (Saadl gl yloy Syl dijlap o 253 usn
bt g cuigd s G spis 5 (5355 Slle Lo (359 5 o digy v sjyailed dunsio oS3 4y 9.
i e ity 8 ST Sl 6l N

i o SN ool iy (K2 oo g LS

Hermeneutics of Confusion :
Review of Robert Musil’s Novel ‘The Confusions of Young Toerless’

Narjes Khodaee, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Diepartment of German Language and Literatyre
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

Protest against positivism as the rufing element of the spirit of his time is the recurrent theme
of Robert Musil’s works. Contrary to the naive optimists of the early 207 century who
assumed that the paralfel development of science and technofogy and the utter
predominance of rationalism would eliminate the current ahomies sooner or later, Musil
made references to man as an indefinite variable in social equations - a variable which
renders any predictions about the society’s course of evojution impossible. In Musil’s
narrative mentality, man is like an unknown galaxy out of the reach of any observatory’s
telescope. Protagonists in Musil’s works are metamorphic individuals - reflective hesitant
characters that create an identity only in the labyrinthine narcow paths under extraordinary
circumstances. His first novel ‘The Confusions of Young Toerless’ is a deep reflection on
uncertainties and confusions of an adolescent who, -upon entering a boarding school,
encounters the disintegration of the familiar world of his childhood and the abrupt
appearance of ruthlessness and fear. The critics see a reflection of the structural changes in
Europe in the early 20" century in the narrow world in which absence of rationality,
ruthlessness and coldness has been described with scientific accuracy.

Keywords: Confusions, Rationalism, Qbscurity, Explosion, Violence.
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