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Abstract

Problem solving skill is considered

to be one of the cognitive skills that
help people to solve their internal and
external issues. Teaching problem
solving skills can help adolescents to
prevent escalation of their problems
and getting into family conflicts.
Many of parents and their children
lack problem solving skills. For this
reason, some experts conduct problem
solving workshops for parents as well
as for children and adolescents.
The purpose of the present research
was to evaluate the efficacy of proble-
m solving workshops designed for p-
arents of preteens.
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In these workshops topics such as
understanding others' emotions, ideas,
and motivations, finding various solut-
ions for a single problem, giving
attention to their behaviors' conseque-
nces and sequential planning were
taught.

Participants included 96 mothers of
students in private schools. These
mothers were instructed by skillful
instructors in five workshops lasted
ten sessions, two hours each.

The present study utilized a quasi-
experimental research method with
pre and post tests without control
group. Three subscales of Family Ass-
essment Device (FAD) were used
before and after the workshops:
communication, affective responsiven-
ess, and affective involvement.
Analysis of data indicated that work-
shops had positive effects on subjects'
performance in "affective involvemen-
t". Finally, implications of the findin-
gs, research limitations and suggestio-
ns for future research are presented.

Keywords: problem solving, parent
education, parent training, parenting
style, family assessment.
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1. Interpersonal Skills 26. Depression
2. Problem Solving Skills 27. Substance Abuse
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3. Thinking Processing 28. Aggression

4. Bilchik 29. Impulsive Behaviors

5. Twerski, & Schwartz 30. Frustration

6. Cognitive 31. Maladaptive Behaviors

7. Behavioral 32. Shure

8. Attitudinal 33. Spivack & Levine

9. Mayer 34. Raising a Thinking Preteen
10. Multiple steps 35. Workbook

11. Funkhouser & Dennis 36. Family Assessment Device
12. Identify 37. Epstein, Baldwin, & Bishop
13. Define 38. McMaster Model of Family Functioning
14. Explore 39. Epstein, Bishop, & Levine
15. Act 40. Communication

16. Look Back 41. Roles

17. Bransford & Stein 42. Affective Responsiveness
18. Representation 43. Affective Involvement

19. Solution Search 44. Behavior Control

20. Implementation 45. General Functioning

21. Wehmeyer, Lattin & Agran 46. Miller

22. Interpersonal 47. Shure & Healey

23. Intrapersonal 48. Impulsive behaviors

24. Emotional and Behavioral Disorders 49. Dekovic & Buist
25. Withdrawal

&l

(FAD) oé‘yl} o)_f)lS W UAL:.M LﬁJL)Lu.d 9 ‘iwuls) ‘_gLfbuf).‘s ‘5.!Lo.\.0.4 a3 (\\“/\lb) & ﬁ‘_gd.oauoé‘)'
FANR D (agyodlsils

Bilchik, S. (1999). Minorities in the juvenile justice system. 1999 National Report
Series. Juvenile Justice Bulletin. Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. Office
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 1-15.

Bransford, J. & Stein, B. (1984). The IDEAL problem solver: A guide for improving
thinking, learning, and creativity. New York: W.H. Freeman.

Dekovic, M., & Buist, K. L. (2005). Multiple perspectives within the family. Journal of
Family Issues, 29, 4, 467-490.

Epstein, N. B., Baldwin, L., & Bishop, D. S. (1983). The McMaster family assessment
device. Journal of Marital and Family Therapy, 9, 171-180.

Epstein, N. B., Bishop, D. S., & Levin, S. (1978). The McMaster model of family
functioning. Journal of Marriage and Family Counseling, 4, 19-31.

Funkhouser, C., & Dennis, J. (1992). The effects of problem-solving software on
problem-solving ability. Journal of Research on Computing in Education, 24(3),
338-347.



LONENYAY Sles NY o)t /psler Jlo /o s 3ol il aallad

Kirkley, J. (2003). Principles for teaching problem solving. Indiana University [On-
Line. Available]: http://www.plato.com/downloads/papers/paper_04.pdf.

Mayer, R. (1983). Thinking, problem solving, cognition. New York: W. H. Freeman and
Company.

Miller, I. W., Epstein, N. B., Bishop, D. S., & Keitner, G. I. (1985). The McMaster
family assessment device: Reliability and validity. Journal of Marital and Family
Therapy, 11, 345-356.

Morton, J. A. (2005). A study to determine the influence of teaching problem solving
tools to educationally at-risk high school students. Dissertation Abstracts
International Section. A: Humanities and social sciences. 66(4-A), 1266.

Nash, D. A. (1994). The life-long learning. Journal of Dental Education, 58 (10), 785-790.

Shure, M. B. (2001). I can problem solve: An interpersonal cognitive problem-
solving program (2nd ed.). Champaign, IL: Research Press.

Shure, M. B., & Healey, K. N. (1993). Interpersonal problem solving and prevention in
urban fifth - and sixth - grader. Paper presented at annual meeting of American
Psychological Association, Toronto.

Shure, M. B., & Spivack, G. (1978). Problem solving techniques in childrearing. San
Francisco, CA: Jossey - Bass.

Shure, M. B., & Spivac, G. (1980, 1982). Interpersonal problem solving as a mediator of
behavioral adjustment in preschool and kindergarten children. Journal of Applied
Developmental Psychology, 1, 29-44.

Spivack, G. & Levine, M. (1963). Self-regulation in acting-out and normal adolescents.
Report No. M-4531. Washington, DC: National Institute of Health.

Twerski, R. A., & Schwartz, U. (2005). Positive parenting. NY: Pearson Company Inc.

Wehmeyer, M., Lattin, D., & Agran, M. (2001). Achieving access to the general
curriculum for students with mental retardation: A curriculum decision-making
model. Education and Training in Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities. 36(4), 327-342.



