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Thus the four canals after which the chahar bagh is named

clearly symbolize the four rivers of paradise mentioned in

the Quran. Perhaps, like some writers, one should see in the
raised ornamental pool at the intersection of the canals the
image of the celestial reservoir of abundance (al-kawthar) from
which flow, and toward which converge, the four celestial
rivers seen by the prophet Muhammad during his miraculous
ascent to Paradise (al-mi’raj). In point of fact, the symbolic and
allegorical nature of Taj Mahal garden is not surprising, if one
remembers the funereal nature of the monument it enshrines.
The passage from the Qu’an inscribed in black marble letters
on the southern fagade of the Main Gate gives unequivocal

credence to the comparison with the Garden of Paradise,
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where the appeased souls of the dead find their ultimate refuge:
But O thou soul at peace,

Return thou unto thy Lord, well-pleased, and well-pleasing
unto him.

Enter thou among my servants,

And enter thou My Paradise.

The Qu’ran, Surah A%
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