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Walt Whitman
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O take my hand Walt Whitman! = /"" i VA @
Such gliding wonders! Such sights and sounds! d L/4 LUJ’ /2~

Such join'd unended links, each hook'd to the next, [+ ’ ” I
4 a J
Each answering all, each sharing the earth with all. U W W u /v /
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What widens within you Walt Whitman?
What waves and soils exuding?
What climes? what persons and cities are here?
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Within me latitude widens, longitude lengthens,

Within me is the longest day, the sun wheels in slanting rings,

Within me zones, s€as, cataracts, forests, volcanoes, groups,
Malaysia, Polynesia, and the great West Indian islands.
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What do you hear Walt whitman?
1 hear the workman singing and the farmer’s wife singing,

! hear fierce French liberty songs,
I hear of the Italian boat-sculler the musical recitative of old poems,

I hear the Arab muezzin calling from the top of the mosque,
1 hear the Christian priests at the altars of their churches,
I hear the rhythmic myths of the Greeks, and the strong legends of the Romans,
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"hat do you see Walt Whitman?

see the shaded part on one side where the sleepers are sleeping, and the sunlit part

n the other side,

see distant lands, as real and near fo the inhabitants of them as my land is to me.

' see plenteous waters,
I see mountain peaks, I see the sierras of Andes where they range,

I see the giant pinnacles of Elbruz, Kazbek, Bazardjusi,

I see the Lybian, Arabian and Asiatic deserts,

I see the superior oceans and the inferior ones, the Atlantic and Pacific,

v
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The clear-sunn'd Mediterranean, and from one to another of its islands,
o n Wlaitn san and the sen around Greenland.
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I behold the sail and steamships of the world, some in clusters in port, some on their
voyages,

Some double the cape of Storms, some cape Verde,

ooooo

Others as comers and goers at Gibraltar or the Dardanelles,
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see the electric telegraphs of the earth,
see the filaments of the news of the wars, deaths, losses, gains, passions, of my

ice.

see the place of the idea of the Deity incarnated by avatars in human forms,
see the spots of the successions of priests on the earth, oracles, sacrifices,

rahmins, sabians, lamas, monks, muftis, exhorters,

‘see the temples of the deaths of the bodies of Gods, 1 see the old signifiers.
- see Christ eating the bread of his last supper in the midst of youths and old

Jersons,
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1 see the site of the old empire of Assyria, and that of Persia, and that of India,
I see the falling of the Ganges over the high rim of Saukara.
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] see where the strong divine young man the Hercules toil'd faithfully and long and
then died,
[ see Hermes, unsuspected, dying, well-belov’d,

I see the battle-felds of the earth, grass grows upon them and blossoms and corn,
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1 see the cities of the earth and make myself ct random a part of them,
Iam areal Parisian,

1 am a habitan of Vienna, St. Petersburg, Berlin, Constantinople,

I am of Madrid...Stuttgart, Turin, Florence,

1 belong in Moscow... or in some street in Iceland,

I descend upon all those cities, and rise from them again.
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You whoever you are!
You daughter or son of England!

You neighbor of the Danube!

e tmdind Doweinn ot full-speed in the saddle shooting arrows {0 the -
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You Japanese man or woman! You liver in Madagascar, Ceylon, Sumatra, Borneo!

-----

And you of centuries hence when you listen to me!

Health to you! good will to you all, from me and America sent!
Each of us inevitable, |

Each of us limitless-each of us with his or her right upon the earth,
Each of us allow’d the eternal purports of the earth,

Each of us here as divinely as any is here.
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u Austral negro, naked , red, sooty, with protrusive lip, groveling, seeking your

d!

u Caffre, Berber, Soudanese!

u haggard, uncouth, untutor 'd Bedowee!

Nankin, Kabul, Cairo!

w plague-swarms in Madras,
ian! You Feejee-man!

wu benighted roamer of Amazonia! you Patagon

{o not prefer others so very much before you either,

4o not say one word against you, away back there where you stand,

7ou will come forward in due time to my side.) .
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'd in compassion and determ ination around the whole earth,

d lovers and found them ready for me in all lands,
vt o o mainlimad ma with them.

My spiﬂt has pass
] have look'd for equals an
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You vapors, I think I have risen with you, moved away to distant continents, and
fallen down there, for reasons,
I think I have blown with you winds,

You waters, I have finger 'd every shore with you,
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Salut au monde!
What cities the light or warmth penetrates I penetrate those cities myself,
All islands to which birds wing their way I wing my way myself.
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Toward you all, in America’s name,
I raise high the perpendicular hand, I make the signal,

To remain after me in sight forever,
For all the haunts and homes of men.
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