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Urban Structure Changes in Tabriz
Dr. Nooreddin Azimi ™"

Abstract:

Looking at the present socio-economic modifications indicates that
cities have experienced remarkable changes in terms of internal
structures and the distributional tendencies of activities. The aim of this
paper is to study spatial distribution changes of activities in Tabriz as
one of the major Iranian cities from 1966 to 1991. The core subject of
the article is to scrutinize the urban land use changes and the
socto-economic group patterns during this time period. We have used
the available data and information in Tabriz including the City Master
and Comprehensive Plan along with the fieldwork findings. For analysis,

we have applied Location Quotients (LQ) statistical method and
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Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and the software being used was
Arcinfo. The results are as follows: 1) Tabriz experiehces urban
extension which has led to the occupancy of many agricultural lands, the
reduction of accumulation, and in some instances the establishment of
buildings without security and immunity considerations in terms of
natural hazards such as earthquakes. 2) The spatial distribution analysis
of urban land uses in Tabriz indicates a kind of concentration or
polarization of the activities. Meanwhile, industrial, wide-ranging, and
directorial activities show more concentration compared to residential
and transportation activities. These changes are accompanied with
gradual shifting of service establishment and commercial activities from
the center toward the surrounding areas. 3) While the physical extension
of the city has transpired the adjacent agricultural lands, the reduction
of residential buidings in inner city parts, particularly the historical and
old fragments is perceptible. Simultaneously, the separation of social
groups and unequal distribution of services and facilities can be

regarded as one of the lucid aspects of the urban extension.

Keywords: Urban land use, internal structure, spatial distribution,
physical extension, location quotients, polarization of activities, urban
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