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Husserl, Edmund. The Crisis of European Sciences Transcendental Phenomenology.
An Introduction to Philosophical Philosophy. Trans. David Carr. Evanston. Northwestern
University Press, 1970
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1.1 expect that at this place, dedicated as it is to the sciences, the very title of these
lectures, "The Crisis of European Sciences and Psychology", will incite controversy.(p. 3)

Lol 005 LECY )’Lo\e\l@wl

WM gpoge Yol cdbundd alo LS NS



i olay g s ple ol i da B ol Gl o ol e [ Jlig] 005 402 5
2550 1y el canl 03,8 pole Gy 1) 365 By & Sl ol
2. After all, the crisis of a science indicates nothing less than that its genuine scientific
character, the whole manner in which it has set its task and developed a methodology for
it, has become questionable. This may be true of philosophy, which in our time threatens to
succumb to skepticism, irrationalism, and mysticism. The same may hold for psychology,
insofar as it still makes philosophical claims rather than merely wanting a place among
the positive sciences.(p.3)
ole pite ol cpl amd e (5 ple e o (i eSOl oy e (DR (2) b Aoz
i (] 255 g0 )18 sy Epge Sl () Ao (ol Gy 9 by 4 bigpye oS gy JS 9 o e
oS sl Sl plon ol sl By g (e S (SIS il 53 el 4 spigd Lo loj & canl hld
ol 1y ins oSal o o8 (ol (sl & )0 (hudd (533 31 &5 b ] b sl 03,91 ual§ (ki
S s Cute pole
Gy 390 e 0ged 59 Jwol (el cdiad a3l pl s (Y3 e adl e o0 0SS e 5
dg2g 4 Al pl sl 1y 395 (ol ) 9 035 ik 1) (9395 Aliene e oS Gloged wcunl w85 1,8
(oS K bls 4y S8 pas > an)l a5 gl diudd il 55l aauld o)Ly Wi e Eadse l -Canl 03
XS o oo |y (hdd slaled] g (ol ol o Ll U imen ol o396 3 53 (Sl 5 (3000 5
bl 33lo 35 (wlid g 03by> Slgi e ggdge nl il (hasd psle b )3 (cale nlgd o3 Mol 4
(3 Slaz 1> 40Ms oo & "Dl 352 pole o eBly LT &S Loyl b Gisly )3 Jpeogh <y
S o e | 05 )5 Y
ol 48,5118 sy 3550 ple gy 5 ple 09 ele” Sy )
ol 48,5 118 sy 590 35 ] shg 9 Adeld Y
@S 18 Sy 90 (WS gk 1y hnld laledl & Ll B) o ol hgy 5 el ol ¥
Lol
sl 03,510 D S ez 50 1y o8 0,5V )b o2 20 Ll
sl 48,5 8 oy 3390 (ol gy 9 ol el ole e )
el Gye g (Giete Jie SIS il )3 s 4 e Lo Gloj Y
03,90 waly3 1y el ol ol gy Y
503,55 ) 055 dn STl il 1) 368 055 duo o alas Lokl o3 e oS sl ST
This may” o )le 55 o j15,l5 ;5005 4 oy a ¥ g ¥ sloo)|5 Lol ol (sl o2 20 ) o)l35
sais ol slasl & "The same may hold for psychology” ; "be true of philosophy
ol 00 da 5 "ol 03 )91 il 3 i gy 45 Conl SISl e opl” g ol auld

3. But does the victorious struggle against the ideal of classical physics, as well as
the continuing conflict over the appropriate and genuine form of construction for pure
mathematics, mean that previous physics and mathematics were not yet scientific or
that they did not, even though affected with certain unclarities or blind spots, obtain
convincing insights within their own field of endeavor? Are these insights not compelling
even for us who are freed from such blind spots?(p. 4)
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4. Thesituationisclearly similarinregardto another large group of sciences customarily
counted among the positive sciences, namely, the concrete humanistic sciences, however
it may stand with their controversial reference back to the ideal of exactness in the natural
sciences — a difficulty, incidentally, which concerns even the relation of the biophysical
(“concrete natural-scientific”) disciplines to those of the mathematically exact natural
sciences.(p. 4)
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adifficulty, incidentally, which concerns even the relation of the biophysical ("concrete

natural-scientific") disciplines to those of the mathematically exact natural sciences.
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5. But generally we let psychology strand, attributing its obvious retardation of method
and accomplishment to a naturally slower development. (p.4)
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6. The exclusiveness with which the total world-view of modern man, in the second
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half of the nineteenth century, let itself be determined by the positive sciences and be
blinded by the "prosperity" they produced, meant an indifferent turning-away from the
questions which are decisive for a genuine humanity. Merely fact-minded sciences make
merely fact-minded people. (pp. 5-6)
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7. In our vital need — so we are told — this science has
nothing to say to us. It excludes in principle precisely the
questions which man, given over in our unhappy times to the
most portentous upheavals, finds the most burning: questions
of the meaning or meaninglessness of the whole of this human
existence. (p.6)
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8. As for the humanistic sciences, on the other hand, all the
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special and general disciplines of which treat of mans spiritual existence, that is, within
the horizon of his historicity: their rigorous scientific character requires , we are told,
that the scholar carefully exclude all valuative positions, all questions of the reason or
unreason of their human subject matter and its cultural configurations.(p.6)
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their rigorous scientific character requires , we are told, that the scholar carefully
exclude all valuative positions, ...
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9. And theoretical autonomy is followed by practical autonomy.(p.8)
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10. According to the guiding ideal of the Renaissance, ancient man forms himself
with insight through free reason. (p.8)
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11. In accordance with this ancient model, recognized at first only by individuals
and small groups, a theoretical philosophy should again be developed which was not to
be taken over blindly from the tradition but must grow out of independent inquiry and
criticism.(p.8)
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12. Inthefirstcenturies of the modern period —even though it changes not insignificantly
as soon as it is taken up — it [the idea of philosophy] retain the formal meaning of the one
all-encompassing science, the science of the totality of what is.(p.8)
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13. If man becomes a "metaphysical” or specifically philosophical problem, then he is
in question as a rational being. (p. 9)
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14. The failure of the new science after its initial success; the unclarified motive for
this failure. (p.10)
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15. But it was otherwise in metaphysics, i.e., in problems considered philosophical
in the special sense — though hopeful, apparently successful beginnings were not lacking
even here.(p.10)
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16. As for the positive sciences, at first they were untouchable. (p. 11)
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17. Yet the problem of a possible metaphysics also encompassed eo ipso that of the
possibility of the factual sciences, since these had their relational meaning — that of truths
merely for areas of what is — in the indivisible unity of philosophy. Can reason and that-
which-is be separated, where reason, as knowing, determines what is? (p.11)
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18. Its form is not that of a smooth development, not that of a continual growth of
lasting spiritual acquisitions or of a transformation of spiritual configurations — concepts,
theories, systems —which can be explained by means of the accidental historical situations.
(pp. 11-12)
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19. But this is to say that, ultimately all modern sciences drifted in a peculiar,
increasingly puzzling crisis with regard to the meaning of their original founding as
branches of philosophy, a meaning which they continued to bear within themselves.
(p-12)
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20. This is not just a matter of a special form of culture — “science” or “philosophy”
— as one among others belonging to European mankind.(p.12)
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21. It is reason which ultimately gives meaning to everything that is thought to be,
all things, values, and ends — their meaning understood as their normative relatedness to
what, since the beginnings of philosophy, is meant by the word “ truth” ....(p. 12)
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It is reason which ultimately gives meaning to everything "that is to be”
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22. As one feels already in the opposition of the ancient systems. (p.13)
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