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The dawn (Hooshag Ebtehaj)
Open up the window now
I’ve run out of patience with the closed-in night.
The cock for some time has been crowing
in my neighbor’s house.
This night glum ‘n bitter
Is a drag in my heavy heart.

The winter (M. Omid)

They are reluctant to answer your greeting back,

In the collar they have thrust their heads

No one would raise his head responding ‘n visiting
friends,

The eyes cannot see beyond a foot ahead,

The way is dark ‘n slippery.

Should you hold out to somebody your hand,

Grudgingly does he reach out for your hand,

The cold is freezing to the marrow.
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The steel in the silk (Kh. Ehteshami Honegani)

In the lyrics I have hidden a world-wide yelling

A green field of reeds I am, a lion I have hidden
therein

Being a glib notwithstanding, I am cutting as a

rapier

Amid the heaps of flowers I have hidden a sword ..

(B asn (olisnl gpud) Wiy yd WiWgy
los S s Sl sk 3 3

o35 lacz 5o cp s 3 el

& 4wl Gyt 3 (Gljesee dem |
plodyS oy o (JS 90 (s 3
(FO) o len) .

“

The closed window (Ali Ash’ari)
A star far-off
Calls me up to reach its flight

The star is alien to the closed window!

You ask me where I come from (Zhaleh Esfahani)
You ask me

Where I come from?

I am a gipsy, I am a wanderer.

Nourished I am by suffering ‘n agony.

God’s favor (Parvin Etesami)

Following the order of the Almighty, Moses’ mother
Onto the Nile waters threw her child,

On the bank in regret she stood watching
Addressing her innocent child she was calling
Should the grace of the Almighty forget you
How’s saving possible from the ship having no

captain

Even if you weren’t (casear Aminpoor)
I want you as the fatigued night seeks slumber
I search for you as the thirsty lips seek the water
I am entranced by you as the star is dissolved in
the

morning eyes

Or as the dew at dawn is perished by the sun
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The Mother>s Heart (Iraj Mirza)

To her lover gave a message the sweetheart,
“Your mother with me is always picking fights.
Faraway whenever catches she the sight of me,

she puckers up her visage ‘n cocks her eyes.

The night (Bastani Parizi)

Happy the night on our way the zephyr was
sprinkling flowers

Over our heads all around it was sprinkling flowers

You had reposed your head in my lap ‘n from the
almound boughs

On your flowery face it was slowly sprinkling

flowers

The owl of war

(Mohammad Taghi Bahar-Poet Laureate)
Far from the owl of war ‘n its ill- omened cry
Forever may cut off be its windpipe

May cut off be its windpipe till doomsday

Severed, broken be its plumage ‘n stumps

In the Red Cross (Simin Behbahani)

The man with a missing leg has a leg of his trousers
tucked up

His eyes are blazing with fury ‘n fire: “This is no
spectacle!” they cry

Away I turn my face though his image is lingering

in my eyes

Being perhaps no more than twenty; he is indeed

very young.

The retort of Old Wisdom (Hashem Javid)
Old Wisdom took a rest for a while
Retreated he to his cenotaph

Child Heart went ‘n knelt down,

Dead drunk.
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The chimneys (Hossein Pezhman Bakhtyari) (ks olog o) W HES39
The chimneys atop the roofs lapl 1,8 o ,iS3e0

Incessantly heave a sigh 2 oy S5 5 ool ui yp
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From their soot-covered mouths

Smokes, like rooks, soar into the sky

One smoke is rose red, the other black blue

One is dark, the other white

Tongue tied as are these smokes

They sing songs, though inaudible to us Wag> ol Glbjesr U L
(DOY-0FA :lan) s Sl g L)l> adess

The archaeologist (Fridoon Tavallaly) (U5 9s8) ol oy Ly
Deep down in the dark earth, the archaeologist, ol ylisly g S gldy5 5o
Is in the search of the dark torch of the dead G350 Ko Jnie 5pgunss

In the hope of a warm spark in a cold tomb, _ _ . ;
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Gives he to the wind the ashes of the centuries
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The death of the swan (Dr. Mehdi Hamidi Shirazi)
When dying, I have heard, the beautiful swan

past
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Dies as beautifully as she ‘s born Syt by s 09 o5 il

On the night of her death, atop a swell sits she alone 3y Ly g 315 04l 9
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Keeping up a stiff upper lip (parviz khaefi) (B 329) @ Al e &S
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In the city of cotton- stuffed ears a dumb dreamer I am lbsSare b & oS5 815 s oS

A true story this is, far from being an allusion sl o 4 45 ol Lo 1

The lion’s den empty became for fear of the attack o S
Oldge dles o § M (R e fL'S

by the mice

(ADY —ADY DYVA (¢ puiia) o
In the mausoleum of Khayyam (Emad Khorasani) (Sl slas) pUs 150
Kayyam! The soil of your enclosure smells of love 5 s S and is o pls

Tonight I have arrived at the world tavern . . il
¥ SE ob)f £y Cumo oblg ) oo

In vain, I have ever stooped to a favor by the plorsy Blle Bliosly & cadl

decanter ‘n wine , .
plosuiS Lyo g (o0 3l o 0290

(VIR =YD YAD ¢ by



The child (Esma’il khoi’i)
From you to me there are thousand valleys:
I resemble a secret unheard;

You resemble a poem unsaid.

Patriotism (Ali Akbar Dehkhoda)

I still remember from my childhood

Into a hen- coop I put my hand

The fowl bit my hand so hard

It drew tears as the blood spurted from the wound

Bursting into laughter at my tears,”Behold”, said
my father

“Patriotism you should learn from the fowl.”

It was all over (Iraj Dehgan)

She broke her promise, saying: “It was all over.”
Sobbing I said: “Yea, but it was soon all over.”
There was spring you, the love, ‘n the hope

The spring, was over, you went away, and all was

over

Another man (Nosrat Rahmani)

You ‘re coming and I’m going, 0’ you, another man
Like the darkness within the hairbreadth of the
morning

You’re coming and I'm going. beautiful it is,
beautiful

The gaze (Radi Azarakhshi)

I don’t know what a secret in your way of looking
is hiding

To detect it I can, yet unable I am to describe it

Who has ever heard the hidden showing up in the
eye?

Who has ever seen the visible defying a

description?
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The wanderer (Hooshang Rahnoma)

The head is driving us on the way to one side, the
foot to another

The provident wisdom to one side, the reckless
love to another

How can one get released from these continuous
distractions of the mind?

The soul is perplexed on one side, the head ‘n the

foot on another

The Martyred pilgrims (By: Mohammad Zohari)
The caraven heralds were giving warning!

“O! The road of the caravan is blind

The gorge is in the hands of unholy ‘n haughty
archers”

The convoy stopped short

The tame horses shied off

The desire to visit the dome-like mount went awry

The water (Sohrab Sepehry)

Let’s not muddy up the water

Down there a pigeon may be drinking water

Or a goldfinch is washing its plumage in a far- off
thicket

Or a jug is being filled in a village

L

Good trip to you (M. R. Shafi’i Kadkani)
-"Wher are you bound for so hastening?”
The thistle asked the breeze.

-"I feel fed up with this place,

With the dust of this dessert.

Aren’t you longing for a trip?”

-I'm all fraught with wishes”, but

Alas! ’'m kept in fetters.
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The snow (Ahmad Shamloo)

The fresh snow, the fresh snow, ‘hello’, ‘hello”
Gracefully on the roof you are sitting.
Cleanliness you brought, O’ the white hope!

All is dirtiness reigning this time.

Woe! My mother (M. H. Shahryar)
Slowly again she passed by the stair

She was lost in the thought of a meal for her patient

A black halo had surrounded her
She is dead, yet still caring for us
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The death of the eagle (Manochehr Sheibani)
Rolled on the cloud

Rattled on the thunder

Struck a streak of the light

The brave eagle

Flopped down from the sky.

In the rain (Qmran Salehi)

In the rain, umbrellas

Are moving like fungi

And I out of optimism

Have made a basket

Hesitant I feel in my footsteps
There a stone of warning

Is telling me:

“Poisonous are often the fungi”.

The night>s dagger (Ali Reza Sedghi)

Showed up the crescent moon

As if,

Through the horrendous chasms of the desert
With a dagger in his hand is passing the night!
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The firewood (J. Alizadeh) (035 e dpiias) doud

His cage

-His tight cage- S e
Was made of aspen i .
39 ol 052 ]
And the cross )
Was made of pine. Sl e s
Well, ik
Now that you have made a fire S (2 S oS
In order to burn him sylazsg 3l sl
Make its firewood w2 |y Shlaoss
Of the cedar! (YAY YAV (g o) 1S gm0
It is getting sunny (Foroogh Farrokhzad) (313333 E9,3) Dgad g0 LT
Behold! How the grief in my eyes ploss (a0 o &S oS olSS
Melts away in drops sq e o oo 0,a8 4655
How the dark, defiant shadow of mine S s ol Bl 5

Becomes captive at the hands of the sun. .
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In the memory of my homeland (Aref Ghazvini) (2958 B)le) by o
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I will perish either grieving in captivity

Or from the cage I will set free my soul

An ode to the tree (Siavoosh Kasra’i) (S glons) S8 > (g0 J 5
You are a tall stature of desire, the tree! les s ol olied b culs
Always is sleeping in your arms the sky ool o] 53 ol ati: o)lgen
Tall you are, the tree! led s ol Yl
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May your soul be replete with spring, your hands )

e 3 5 5l 5 e 5
full of stars
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Beautiful you are, the tree!

A piece of gravel (Rahi Moa’yeri) (yme (By) 033 ¥Rt
One day I took instead of a gem ‘n agate SlojoySiw 15 5 I sl 4 559,

A piece of gravel to a goldsmith to set on a ring s Sy &S (6,5 4 po:
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S5 o o 3 1 £l a8 o]
(¥V AYVA (¢ prida) <.

To inlay it in a gold ring like a piece of agate
In a fashion that will carry any customer off his
feet



Faithfulness to a promise (A. Lahooti)

The oppression camp became exhausted, impotent
and retreated

Retreated it not on its own, but ‘cause of liberals’
blitz

A way opened up, tons of wheat ‘n foodstuffs

Into Tabriz kept pouring from all sides

The lane (Feridoon Moshiri)

On a moonlit night once again I passed along the

lane without you

All eyes I became, staring I kept looking for you

My being goblet became brimful with the desire to
see you

Crazy I became once again with your love

The odd spring (Hamid Mossadegh)

I resemble

The desperation of the rock ‘n the stone
The wanderings of the cloud ‘n the breeze
The bewilderment of the deer in the desert

The loneliness of my own.

Oration (Y. Amini (Maftoon))
There was no one to count the stars
To smell the flowers

To name the the hues of the color
To wonder at the secrets

Then God created the man

The friend>s shroud ( Housein Monzavi)

O’ you the friend’s green shirt, submerged in

blood!

O’ you the bloody banner by the friend raised up!

You are like the shining, reciting invocation attire
of Mansoor

O’ you on the gallows bearing a witness to the

friend’s martyrdom
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The epic of the tree (Moosavi Garmaroodi)
I learned no lesson

But from my father, the star

He would sit far away,

Never its grandeur rubbing in

The Night revelry (Nemat Miza zadeh (M. Azarm))
A bad night, a beastly night, a satanic night
Impudence, gleefully, has opened its mouth

The night deluged with light, the night full of
imposture

The night of the Satan’s slight of hand

The night of the wolf in sheep’s clothing

The night of the robber being the caravan leader
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Three tableaux depicting Mariam (Mir zadeh Eshgi)
It is early for the rose blooms ‘n the end of the

spring

Sitting I am on a rock close to a wall

In the vicinity of Darband ‘n on the mountain slope
Shemiran is looming slightly dark

Still the light of the day is lingering over Evin

Bound up in the sun (Meimanat Mir Sadeghi (Azadeh))
The root is inclined to the dark ‘n loneliness

The root shies away from the light

The root, inured to the earth dark ‘n wet, desires

For the company of the stalk;

But the stalk slowly is attracted by the pull of the

sun

Nonsensical (Gholchin Gilani)

You saw how the hand of the autumn
Shook the tree of wishes!

You saw how it removed adamantly

From all things the scent ‘n colour!
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The eagle (Dr. Parviz Natel khanlari)

The eagle’s heart ‘n soul was overtaken by sorrow
As his youth days he left behind

He saw to the end has come his time

On the verge of eventide is his sun

The Sculptor (Nader Naderpoor)

I am an old sculptor with the chisel of fancy

One night I created you from the marble of poetry

To set the design of passion in the gem of your
eyes

I have purchased the coquetry of thousands of
dark eyes

The scar (Sa’ed Neayz Karmani)
Years went by but alas, no one lighted
A light in this deserted hut

No one gave a finger tap on the door

To ask after the loneliness of this house

Joyful (J. Vaghef)

The goblet of your drunken eyes

Is overflowing with the vitality of ‘wine’
Every single lash on your eyelashes,

A verse of grace,

Is bearing the hue of desire

Mixed with it is a decent ‘blush’

The sculptor (Vesal Shirazi)

Girded his loins fast, the sculptor set to work on his
art

By the strokes of his axe, he began tearing the
mountain off

So beautiful carved he the figure of the damsel

The sculptor took it for the real one
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Before you (Salman Herati)

Before you, the water didn’t have the intention of
becoming the sea

The night had stalled, didn’t have the courage to
become tomorrow

Affluent was the river in that dark isthmus

But alas! It didn’t have the guts to become the sea

The Negro (Hassan Honarmandi)

I hear your whimpers in the roaring wave

I hear your grievances in the clamor of the wind
The eye of my heart wept blood over your death

May all that is vicious fall flat on its face

O> you the people (Nima Yooshij)

O’ you the people, who are nestled on the beach
happy and cheerfull!

Someone is being drowind in the sea

Someone is incessantly throwing his hands and feet
about

In this stormy, dark, ‘n heavy sea as you realize.
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