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Remnants of very early Islamic bind-
ings. 1ogether with a great number of
Qurlinic  manuscrip fragments  on
parchment, were found in the roof ol

1the Grear Mosque of Sana‘a, the capital i

of the Republic of Yemen, during the
restoration of the west wall of the

mosqiee in 1972 Several vears later,

work began under a German culturad |

attd project, and [ was in charge of the
conservation of the manuscripls for 8
vears. Being a gained bookbinder |
Lad abways been interested in the bind-
ing fragments. After the termination of

the Cerman project, 1 started this
research fisst with a4 grant from the
Getty Foundation, USA., and 1 am
gratefitl w be able 19 continee these
studies with funding from the Max van
Berchem Foundation.

The owstanding importance of the
manuscript find has already been well
established, but the hindings are
least of equal interest since very lintle s
known about the manufacture of the
Lslamic book in its carliest times. The
only comparable bady of early Islamic
hindings was found in Kuirouan.
Tunisia, and the very delailed descrip-
tions by G. Marcais & L. Poinssor, pub-

| lished as “Objets Kairouanais™ in 1948,

I1as been a standurd reference ever since,
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Dr. Samuel M. Jordan Center for Persian Studies and Culture
Dedication and Program

Welcome

Ms. Rudi Bakhtiar
CNN Correspondent and Contributor
Mistress of Ceremonies

Ms. Nazanin Afshin~Jam
Miss World Canada, 2003

Special Guests
Khayam Persian School Foundation

ljedicaﬁon and Program
Chancellor Ralph ). Cicerone

University of California, Irvine

Dean Karen Lawrence
School of Humanities
University of California, Irvine

Dr. Fariborz Maseeh
The Massiah Foundation

Dr. Shirin Fbadi
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

Dr. Lily Afshar
Classical Guitarist, Head of Guitar Program
University of Memphis

Keynote Address

M:s. Darisa Khosravi
Senior Vice President and Managing Editor, CNN

Farewell

AVAZ International Dance Theater
Charkh (“Turning Through Time)

The Sufis are Moslem mystics who are considered to be heretics by some strict
Maoslem clerics. Their ceremonies are generally held in special centers and feature
movement and music, which are forbidden in orthodox Islamic contexts. In some rare

instances, Moslem and Jewish mystics have practiced mystical beliefs together.
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