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MAGNA CARTA (1215) .

The Engiish Magna Carw, or *Grear Charier” contring
none of the sweeping statements of principle on constitu-
tional government or the rights of man to be found in such
laver documents as the Americar Declarasion of Indepen-
denca or the French Declararion of the Rights of Man and of
the Cirizen. To the contrary, it is # devailed prescription of
remediss exacred from a king in the narrow selif-imterest of a
feudal barowial class. Ies value as @ statement on the rela-
tionship betwaen the government and the governed was re-
alized only gradually, as reformers and philosophers hun-
dreds of pears {ater found suppert and justification: in a doc-
ument that had been drafted in a very different social and
political context.

The Magna-Cariat wes a redress of grievances forced upon
King John (reigned 1199-1216) by a group of barons whoss
resentment of the crown had been riving for several decades.
John's predecessors, Henry [ (reignad ngé-uds) and
Richard I [{reigned 1u89~1199), had encroached on the
barons’ custorary rights and had increased the burdens of
military service and taxation fo support the Thind Crusade
and wars in France. John exacerbated the barons’ resent-
ment with his costly-~and failed—atsempt to regain the En-

glish Crown's control over the Duchy of Normandy. folm re-
turned to England after his defeat at Bouvines in July 1314 00
face the wrath of the barons,

On June 15 1215 the barons met King John at Ran-
mymudde, on the River Thames brtween Windsor and Staines,
and forced upon him the Articles of the Barons, from which
the Magna Carta was formally drafted several days laver,
The Magna Carta was repudiated by John shordy theraafier,
leading to a brief civil war that ended whan John died in
October 1216, The document was reissued by John's succes-

, ¥on with miinor changes thirty-sight times over the following

one hundred years.

Ower the centuries, the Magna Carta lost its original
character a3 a statement of current law, to be read inttead as
o Ratement of principles applying not only to the baronial
dnnhnwnﬂpcnph.?hc : e |l£..1
and trial by pury found in the U.S. Constitution (87) and
int England’s Petition of Right (1628) and Habeas Corpus Act
{1679) trace their lineage to Article 39 of the Magna Carta.
Similarly, the notion of a “community of the realm,” which is
the bedrock of repressmtative government, can be identified
in embryonic form in Article &1, ’
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