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A survey of the degradation
trend of Hoor- Al- Azim
and its ecological variations

Mehran Shabankari
Amir Hossein Halabian
Faculty of Geography, Isfahan University

Abstract

The 2l1st century faces many challenges including
environmental problems. Hoor-Al-Azim, a freshwater
wetland at the southwestern border of Iran, is one of the most
important ecosystems in the world with great biodiversity.
Recent development activities in both countries of Iran
and Iraq such as harnessing the river systems through dam
construction and drainage of land as well as repeated oil and
water wars and confilicts have all endangered the swamp.
In this paper, through the application of a statistical approach
and areview of the swamp images, the hydro-climatic factors
of the area are analysed. The paper concludes that the area of

the swamp is gradually reduced and the recent drought has

resulted in further degradation of the swamp. Agricultural
and urban-industrial pollutants and the war wastes are
all observed in the swamp. As a result, the ecological
sustainability of Hoor-Al-Azim is threatened and the wetland
can no longer support the economic basis for the lives of the
local people in Mesapotamia and in Iran. To protect Hoor-
Al-Azim, certain environmental management measures are
suggested in the paper.

Key Words:

Hoor-Al-Azim, pollutant, ecosystem,

environmental management, challenge

WWW.IISEN.OrQ : -yl olaaskis ool 5yl colu




