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‘Death to the tyranny of Empress Ayesha, of calendars, of America, of
time! We seek the eternity, the timelessness, of God. His still waters,
not her flowing wines.” Burn the books and trust the Book; shred the
papers and hear the Word, as it was revealed by the Angel Gibreel to
the Messenger Mahound and explicated by your interpreter and Imam,
‘Ameen....
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After that, when he sat at the Prophet’s feet, writing down rules rules

rules, he began, Surreptitiously, to change things. -

‘Little things at first. If Mahound recited a verse in which God was
described as all-hearing, all-knowning, I would write, all-knowing, all-
wise. Here's the point: Mahound did not notice the alterations. So there
I was, actually writing the Book, or rewriting, snyway, polluting the
word of God with my own profane language. But, good heavens, if my

poor words could not be distinguished from the Revelation of God’s
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own Messenger, then what did that mean? What did that. say about the
quality of the divine poetry?’
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Once (Mhatre recounted) the glass had been visited by the most co-

operative_of spirits_such _a too-friendly fellow. see. so I thought to ask

him some big questions. s there a God, and that glass which had been

running round like a mouse or so just stopped dead. middle of table, not

a twitch, completely phutt kaput. So, then, okay, I said, if you won’t

answer that try this one instead, and I came right out with it, Is there a

Devil. After that the glass — baprebap!— began toshake — catch your

ears! — slowslow at first then faster-faster, like a jelly until it
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jumped! — ai-hai! —up from the table, into the air, fell down on its side,

and — O-ho! —into a'thousand and one pieces, smashed. Believe don’t

belive. Babasaheb Mhatre told his charge but thenandthere I learned my

lesson: don’t meddle, Mhatre, in what you do not comprehend.
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The revelation - the recitation - told the faithful how much to eat, how
deeply they should sleep, and which sexual positions had received
divine sanction, so that hey learned that sodomy and the missionary

position were approved of by the archangel.
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the social norms and literary conventions in the receiving culture...
govern the aesthetic presuppositions of the translator and thus influence
the ensuing translation decisions."
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