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FO 371/1487 Sir P. Loraine to Foreign Office, Jan. 6 1926

"Commission has already found in favor of Mohammareh

Tehran-Bandar-I Gaz line. This alignment certainly corresponds
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to popular aspirations... I have spoken privately with Minister of
Public Works about the dangers of North South Axis...”
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FO 371/1487 Foreign Office to India Office, Jan.11, 1926
"It has hitherto been the policy of His Majesty’s Government to
urge upon the Persian Government the desirability of
constructing a railway on an West-East Axis, starting from the
present railhead on the Irak frontier near Khanikin, and
proceeding thence via Hamadan and Noberan to Tehran. Such a
railway could ultimately be linked up with the Nushki extension
railway at Duzdap. There appears to be strong strategic and
economic reasons, why this alignment would be preferable, from
the point of view of British interests, to a railway running in a
northerly direction from Mohammareh to the Caspian Sea.”
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FO 371/1487 Foeign Office to War Office, Feb 1, 1926

“The Secretary of State adheres to the view that the completion
in near future of such a line connecting the Persian Gulf with the
Caspian Sea would seriously endanger the independence of

Persia. On the other hand he feels that the final completion of



tvo

Ot Sl & g 5T o1y b LSS Sl s

this railway may well be delayed for many years, even 1its
construction is undertaken immediately... If however the Persian
Government decide to start construction from the Northern end,
there will still be time for His Majesty’s Government to decide
whether to oppose this project by bringing all possible pressure
to bear upon the Persian Government. To sum up, therefore, the
view held by Sir Austen Chamberlain is that would be
particularly undesirable to join issue with the Persian
Government upon this subject, which is till in an early stage of
discussion. To do so might result in driving the Persian
Government into co-operation with the Soviet Governemnt, and
thereby defeat the objects which His Majesty’s Government

have in view.”
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FO 248/1377, Tehran to Foreign Office, Feb 2, 1926
“Shah explained to me in strict confidence following views: ...
2)Russians are strongly opposed to Caspian Persian Gulf
railways in which they see menace of aggression against

Russians.”
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FO 248/1377, Sir P. Loraine’s Private Interview with the HM
Shah Reza Pahlavi on Feb, 2, 1926

[Lorraine] reminded HM of discussion which they had a years
ago with maps concerning the advantages of an East/West Axis
over a North South Axis. The Minister said that he could but
bow to the patriotic motive behind the Persian desire to have a
line from Tehran to Mohammareh and that such a line would in
point of fact benefit British trade quite a lot but it was a question
into which strategy entered greatly and it was necessary to
excercise care as to the Northern of such a line lest the Russians
on some pretext or other might try to lay hands on it, citing the
case of Manchurian railways as an example and how it led to the
Russo-Japanese war... HM smiled broadly... [said] it was the
Russians were trying hard to persuade the Persians not to
concentrate on the North South Axis but to make the East-West

instead.”
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FO 248/1377, Sir P. Loraine’s Private Interview with the HIM Shah Reza Y 4

Pahlavi on Feb. 2, 1926.
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